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To  His  Excellency,  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir:  As  required  by  Act  of  Assembly,  we,  the  undersigned  members 
of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania,  herewith  make 
report  to  you  of  the  work  done  under  our  supervision  during  the 
year  1918  and  of  conditions  as  we  find  them  today,  together  with  the 
reasons  for  these  conditions,  and  make  the  Report  of  our  Secretary 
to  us  a part  of  our  Report  to  you. 

SONG  AND  INSECTIVOROUS  BIRDS. 

Those  who  have  made  a study  of  insect  life  tell  us  we  have  more 
than  a million  species  of  these  creatures  in  the  world  and  that  the 
life  work  of  the  great  majority  of  these  is  harmful  to  men.  Those 
connected  with  the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington  tell  us 
the  loss  to  agriculture  in  the  United  States  because  of  the  ravages  of 
insects,  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  total 
amount  produced.  Those  who  have  examined  into  the  value  of  the 
life  work  of  birds  assure  us  that  each  member  of  the  various  families 
of  birds  classed  as  song  and  insectivorous  destroys  vast  quantities  of 
insects  and  because  of  this  disposition  is  worth  it’s  weight  in  gold  to 
the  one  on  whose  property  it  may  locate. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  the  Game  Commission  has  since  it’s 
creation  gone  as  far  to  protect  a robin  or  a blue  bird  or  any  other 
species  of  song  or  insectivorous  bird  as  they  might  go  to  protect  a 
wild  turkey  or  a grouse  or  any  other  bird  now  classed  as  a game 
bird.  Our  representatives  are  talking  in  the  schools,  before  bodies 
of  The  Boy  Scouts,  before  sportsmen,  everywhere  when  an  audience 
can  be  secured  in  an  effort  to  have  people  generally  to  get  in  closer 
touch  with  the  birds  and  understand  what  the  life  work  of  species  of 
birds  means  to  this  State  and  Nation  and  we  now  take  pleasure  in 
saying  that  Migratory  wild  birds  protected  by  our  laws,  other  perhaps 
Ilian  blue  birds,  have  undoubtedly  very  materially  increased  in  this 
State  during  the  past  year.  Blue  birds  appeared  to  have  suffered 
seriously  because  of  extreme  cold  periods  late  in  the  spring.  Non- 
migratory  birds  of  the  same  class,  such  as  Hairy  and  Downy  Wood- 
peckers, Nuthatches  and  Kinglets  and  Cardinal  Grosbeaks,  together 
known  as  winter  birds,  have  also  very  perceptibly  multiplied. 
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GAME  BIRDS. 

Our  non-inigratory  game  birds,  such  as  wild  turkeys  and  ruli'ed 
grouse,  are  found  in  numbers  in  those  sections  of  the  State  adapted 
to  them,  where  grape  vines  and  berry  bushes  and  nut  bearing  trees, 
such  as  chestnut  and  oak,  supply  summer  and  fall  food,  and  where 
birch  and  poplar  trees  abound  upon  which  both  turkeys  and  grouse 
feed  during  that  part  of  the  year  when  our  State  is  covered  with  ice 
and  snow.  The  closing  of  the  grouse  season  for  a period  of  one  year, 
covering  two  hatching  seasons,  will  undoubtedly  help  to  increase 
these  birds.  Our  quail,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  are  ground 
feeding  birds,  and  the  presence  of  deep  snows  with  exceptionally  cold 
weather  last  winter,  have  not  increased  as  we  hoped  they  might  and 
we  are  satisfied  that  notwithstanding  our  effort  to  locate  and  feed 
quail  throughout  the  last  winter,  thousands  of  these  birds  were  either 
starved  or  frozen  or  fell  victim  of  their  natural  enemies,  especially 
hawks  and  house  cats. 

WILD  WATERFOWL  AND  WOODCOCK. 

Of  our  migratory  birds,  such  as  wild  waterfowl  and  woodcock  no 
special  increase  is  noticeable.  Reports  received  from  various  direc- 
tions indicate  that  there  have  been  fewer  ducks  of  any  kind  or  of  all 
combined  or  of  geese  this  year  than  there  lias  been  for  years.  Wood- 
cock are  becoming  more  scarce  each  year. 

GAME  ANIMALS. 

Our  game  animals,  such  as  deer  and  bear  have  most  decidedly 
increased.  Our  elk  have  increased,  but  our  rabbits  for  some  unknown 
reason  have  not  been  as  plentiful  all  over  the  State  as  we  hoped  and 
expected  they  would  be.  In  some  sections  of  the  State  there  was  an 
abundance  of  these  animals,  while  in  other  parts  wherein  young 
rabbits  as  late  as  July  were  seen  in  numbers  but  few  could  be  found 
when  the  season  opened.  Tracks  seen  in  recent  snows  indicate  that 
there  are  a fairly  good  number  of  breeders  left  and  we  can  only  hope 
that  our  next  breeding  season  may  be  an  improvement  on  the  last 
one.  This  condition  may  have  been  caused  by  the  rigors  of  winter 
or  by  disease  or  by  both  combined. 

We  fully  realize  what  the  presence  of  game  as  an  incentive  to  out- 
door exercise  means  to  our  men  as  individuals  and  to  the  Nation  and 
are  doing  our  best  to  increase  that  game,  not  simply  to  be  looked  at, 
but  to  be  hunted  for  and  taken  by  our  citizens  under  the  provisions 
of  law.  and  with  that  purpose  in  mind  are  trying  to  not  only  stock 
the  State  at  large  with  game  but  are  also  creating  Game  Sanctuaries 
in  every  part  of  the  State  suited  to  such  purpose.  We  are  stocking 
these  Preserves  with  game  of  the  various  kinds  suited  to  the  locality, 
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giving  such  game  every  protection  and  help  possible,  through  the 
destruction  of  vermin,  the  prevention  of  forest  fires  and  by  feeding 
during  the  deep  snows  of  winter,  feeling  that  because  of  such  action 
a most  pronounced  increase  will  be  assured  that  will  overflow  into 
territory  outside  the  Sanctuary  where  it  may  be  taken  by  sportsmen. 
You  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  lines  upon  which  these  Preserves 
are  created,  with  the  amount  of  land  enclosed  and  we  need  not 
dwell  upon  this  question  except  to  say  that  we  believe  that  more 
benefit  to  sportsmen  will  come  through  the  presence  of  numerous 
Sanctuaries  of  reasonable  area,  say  3,000  acres,  than  could  come 
through  a Preserve  of  large  area  wherein  game  might  live  and  die 
without  benefit  to  sportsmen,  the  ones  that  today  because  of  the 
Resident  Hunter’s  License  law  are  paying  every  cent  used  in  this 
State,  not  only  for  Game  Protection  and  propagation  but  also  for  the 
protection  of  song  and  insectivorous  birds,  whose  life  work  makes  the 
crop  of  the  farmer  possible  and  also  supplying  the  fund  that  is  used 
for  the  payment  of  bounties.  Neither  the  ordinary  taxpayer,  unless 
he  goes  hunting,  or  the  farmer,  unless  he  hunts  off  land  he  lives  upon 
and  cultivates  and  the  land  adjacent  and  connected  therewith,  pays 
one  cent  toward  the  protection  of  either  wild  birds  or  game  in  this 
State. 

We  at  this  time  have  in  the  State  twenty-four  Game  Preserves  or 
Sanctuaries.  Because  of  their  construction  game  goes  and  comes  at 
pleasure;  men  and  predatory  creatures  only  are  forbidden  to  enter 
its  precincts.  Eighteen  of  these  Preserves  have  been  created  within 
the  last  four  years  and  the  result  of  our  effort  in  this  direction  is  so 
satisfactory  and  gratifying  that  we  feel  every  County  of  the  Common- 
wealth where  that  is  possible  should  have  one  or  more  of  these  cities 
of  refuge  into  which  game  of  all  kinds,  big  and  little,  old  and  young, 
can  retreat  and  find  peace  and  rest  at  all  times.  For  the  purpose  of 
stocking  these  lands  and  other  lands  of  the  State  with  game  we  have 
purchased  and  released  within  the  State  during  the  past  four  year, 
1)5  elk,  556  deer,  1,380  wild  turkeys,  8,965  Bob  White  quail,  with  130 
Gamble  quail  from  California  as  an  experiment.  We  have  brought 
into  the  State  and  released  during  the  same  period  9,314  ring-neck 
pheasants  and  distributed  for  hatching  21,546  eggs  of  these  same 
birds.  We  have  released  6,589  rabbits,  the  number  of  rabbits  being 
limited  to  this  small  figure  because  we  could  not  secure  more  of 
these  animals,  not  because  rabbits  were  scarce  but  because  in  many 
States  their  shipment  out  of  the  State  is  forbidden,  and  because  these 
animals  among  themselves  are  desperate  fighters  and  must  be  confined 
in  separate  compartments  for  shipment  if  one  hopes  to  get  them 
through  alive,  also  because  of  the  congested  condition  of  railroad 
traffic  last  year.  When  rabbits  might  have  been  secured  we  were 
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compelled  to  cancel  contracts  because  shipments  were  so  delayed  that 
we  frequently  found  many,  sometimes  all,  of  the  creatures  invoiced 
dead  upon  receipt  of  the  package  in  this  State. 

GAME  LAWS. 

We  believe  that  had  it  not  been  for  game  laws  as  passed  by  our 
several  Legislatures  and  the  enforcement  of  these  laws  in  a reason- 
able and  just  way,  that  there  would  at  this  time  be  but  little  if  any 
game  in  this  State  to  kill.  As  it  is  our  sportsmen  are  annually  secur- 
ing a fair  return  for  their  effort  in  hunting.  We  are  not  at  this  time 
in  position  to  give  the  exact  number  of  game  birds  or  animals  killed 
in  this  State  during  the  season  just  passed,  the  returns  from  various 
directions  not  having  been  made.  We  can  give  figures,  as  per  reports 
filed,  for  the  past  three  preceding  seasons,  those  of  1915,  1916  and 
1917.  These  reports  show  a total  killed  of  4,812  deer;  these  at  an 
average  of  120  pounds  each  making  577,440  pounds;  991  bear  at  an 
average  of  175  pounds  each  aggregating  173,425  pounds.  These 
figures  are  actual  count.  No  doubt  others  were  killed  of  which  no 
accounting  was  made.  The  reported  number  of  rabbits  killed  during 
the  three  years  is  7,607,310.  In  many  sections  of  the  State,  some- 
times such  sections  including  a whole  township,  a fairly  accurate 
count  was  made  of  rabbits  killed.  In  some  sections  an  estimate  was 
made  based  on  the  number  killed  in  a certain  section  or  by  certain 
men.  During  each  of  these  three  years  we  have  never  had  less  than 
400,000  hunters  in  the  field,  many  of  them  hunting  every  day.  We 
believe  there  were  more  than  that  number  in  the  field  during  each 
season,  but  even  at  that,  the  average  is  but  six  to  the  hunter.  We 
are  satisfied  many  killed  their  full  limit  of  sixty  during  the  season 
and  many  thousands  who  killed  half  that  number.  We  believe  that 
an  estimate  of  six  to  the  man  is  fair  and  just  at  these  figures.  Fixing 
the  weight  of  a rabbit  at  two  and  a half  pounds,  19,018,275  pounds 
of  rabbit  flesh  was  secured.  Eeports  received  indicate  that  765,856 
squirrels  were  killed  at  an  average  of  one  pound  each,  making  765,856 
pounds;  11,601  wild  turkeys  actual  count  were  killed;  fixing  the 
average  weight  at  nine  pounds  each  a total  of  104,409  pounds  was 
secured.  Of  ruffed  grouse,  estimate  based  on  actual  count  in  certain 
sections  or  an  average  of  a little  over  one  grouse  to  the  man,  498,631 
were  taken ; at  an  average  of  one  and  one-half  pounds  per  bird,  747,946 
pounds  were  secured.  There  were  reported  as  killed,  actual  count, 
3,708  ringneck  pheasants,  at  three  pounds  each,  making  a total  of 
11,124  pounds.  There  were  69,062  quail,  actual  count,  killed,  at  eight 
ounces  each,  making  a total  of  34,531  pounds,  69,831  woodcock,  actual 
count,  were  reported,  at  eight  ounces  each,  making  a total  of  34,915 
pounds.  Of  wild  waterfowl,  including  all  kinds  of  wild  ducks,  geese, 
brant  and  swan,  69,338  were  taken,  at  an  estimated  weight  of  three 
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pounds  each,  making,  208,014  pounds.  Of  raccoons,  42,755,  actual 
count,  were  killed,  at  ten  pounds  each,  making  427,550  pounds,  and 
altogether  making  a grand  total  in  pounds  of  thousands  of  tons  as 
a food  supply  of  palatable  and  nutritious  meat.  Besides  this  there 
Avas  placed  before  our  people  through  the  presence  of  game  an  incen- 
tive to  outdoor  exercise  that  means  better  health,  and  therefore, 
better  citizenship  to  those  who  took  the  exercise,  less  demand  on 
hospitals  and  physicians,  a better  understanding  of  the  topography  of 
our  State  to  those  who  hunt  than  could  be  secured  in  any  other  way. 
Through  the  presence  of  game  many  men  were  put  in  touch  with  the 
flora,  with  the  fauna,  with  the  water  ways,  with  the  minerals  and 
with  the  people  of  our  State  that  in  extent  and  varied  location  that 
was  impossible  through  other  courses.  Money  in  no  inconsiderable 
amount  was  put  in  the  hands  of  people  frequently  in  need  of  just 
such  help.  Better  living  conditions  to  many  were  suggested,  the 
creation  and  maintenance  of  better  roads  encouraged,  and  to  our 
minds  above  and  beyond  all  stands  the  training  acquired  by  our  young 
men,  in  camping,  in  going  and  coming  either  by  day  or  by  night, 
through  our  forests,  in  our  fields  and  on  our  waters,  that  together 
with  the  ability  to  manipulate  firearms  and  to  shoot  straight,  that 
with  limited  discipline  and  drill  has  filled  our  young  men  to  become 
individual  soldiers,  filled  to  meet  every  war  demand  that  might  be 
made  upon  them  and  to  face  with  every  hope  of  success  the  best 
soldiers  of  the  world.  Every  war  engaged  in  by  American  soldiers 
has  been  won  because  of  the  initiative  possessed  by  each  man  both 
rank  and  file  and  their  ability  to  hit  what  they  shot  at.  Our  game 
laws  should  be  maintained  and  our  game  be  increased  for  this  reason 
alone  if  for  no  other. 

Our  game  laws  as  applicable  to  the  State  at  large  appear  to  us  to 
be  as  fair  and  reasonable  as  they  can  well  be  made  considering  our 
varied  climatic  conditions,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to  recommend 
changes  of  seasons  at  this  time.  It  may  be  that  through  a slight 
alteration  here  and  there,  local  conditions  may  be  improved,  as  in 
the  cases  of  blackbirds  and  red  squirrels  cited  by  our  Secretary  in 
his  report  to  us.  It  may  be,  too,  that  a reduction  of  the  bag  limit  on 
game  that  might  be  killed  in  one  day  by  one  person  would  improve 
conditions,  in  that  game  of  various  kinds,  especially  rabbits,  instead 
of  being  taken  during  a few  days  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  might 
be  made  to  cover  a longer  hunting  period  in  that  season.  These  are 
questions  for  sportsmen  to  consider  as  well  as  for  us,  and  we  will 
not  attempt  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  measure  that  will  increase 
game  and  perpetuate  hunting. 

We  have  had  called  to  our  attention  the  suggestions  made  by 
organized  sportsmen  and  by  individuals  that  the  system  of  paying 
bounties  as  now  in  use  should  be  changed  so  that  those  who  arc 
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entitled  to  the  reward  ottered  should  receive  the  amount  due  them  at 
the  very  earliest  possible  time,  and  at  the  least  expense  to  them  con 
sistent  with  the  desires  and  regulations  of  the  Auditor  General  and 
State  Treasurer,  instead  of  being  compelled  to  wait  for  weeks  and 
even  months  as  at  this  time.  We  do  not  endorse  the  idea  of  paying 
excessive  bounties  for  the  killing  of  any  creature  classed  as  vermin 
found  in  this  State  at  this  time.  We  call  attention  to  that  page  of 
the  Report  of  our  Secretary  relating  to  the  number  of  animals  killed 
in  this  State  as  vermin  during  the  past  four  jrears,  also  that  part  of 
said  report  relating  to  the  benefits  derived  through  the  regulation 
compelling  the  presentation  to  our  office  or  Field  Protectors  of  the 
entire  pelt  of  the  animal  for  the  killing  of  which  a reward  is  claimed, 
as  compared  with  the  old  system  where  Justices  of  the  Peace  alone 
passed  the  claim. 

We  call  attention  to  that  part  of  the  Report  of  our  Secretary  relat- 
ing to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  denying  to  Aliens  the  right  to  hunt 
or  to  own  or  be  possessed  of  guns  or  dogs,  also  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  general  Dog  Law  of  the  State  and  especially  to  that  part  referring 
to  the  manner  in  which  our  officers  are  attempting  to  enforce  these 
laws.  We  enclose  for  your  consideration  copies  of  circular  letters 
and  posters  issued  relative  to  these  matters. 

From  various  sources  in  the  Commonwealth  there  has  been  re- 
turned to  the  State  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Game  Commission, 
$97, 448.55  during  the  past  four  years.  On  December  1,  1918  we  had 
in  the  State  Treasury  to  our  credit  $289,286.85  in  the  fund  for  every 
day  use,  and  in  the  fund  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  bounties 
$265,202.84,  making  a total  of  $554,489.69.  To  this  very  material 
amounts  have  been  added  through  returns  from  County  Treasurers 
for  licenses  sold,  and  penalties.  We  call  your  attention  to  the 
financial  statement  attached  to  the  Report  of  our  Secretary. 

For  your  further  information  we  desire  to  say  the  number  of 
individuals  who  have  taken  out  hunting  licenses  during  the  present 
season  exceeds  the  number  who  took  out  licenses  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  and  we  believe  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  open  season  for  all 
game  in  the  State,  December  15th,  will  exceed  the  total  taken  during 
any  one  year  in  the  Commonwealth,  this  too  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  men  who  hunted  in  the  State  last  year  are  now  our 
defenders  at  the  front.  This  to  our  mind  surely  indicates  the  presence 
of  game.  Not  one  cent  of  the  moneys  paid  in  for  this  year  have  been 
used  but  instead  is  in  the  State  Treasury.  This  added  to  the  balances 
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remaining  from  other  years  gives  us  a fund  to  our  credit  exceeding 
half  a million  dollars. 

We  have  paid  out  for  bounties  under  the  new  system  since  April 
15,  1915  for  the  killing  of  1,558  wild  cats,  11,480  red  foxes,  12,170 
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grey  foxes,  112,003  weasels  and  15,055  minks,  making  a total  of 
|1S3,726.00  already  paid  out  for  this  cause  and  a reserve  in  the 
Treasury  to  be  applied  to  tliis  -purpose  of  more  than  $200,000.00. 

We,  during  the  past  year  as  before  that  time,  have  insisted  that 
men  in  our  employ  should  be  not  only  intelligent  and  honest  and 
sober  men,  but  also  that  tliev  be  active  on  their  feet,  be  of  reasonable 
courage,  be  acquainted  with  the  woods  and  our  wild  life,  all  of  which 
traits  lend  to  efficiency,  and  believe  we  have  gotten  together  a force 
of  game  protectors  as  efficient  as  any  in  the  United  States.  These 
men  are  on  duty  every  day  in  the  week.  They  are  sent  from  one 
section  of  the  State  to  another  section  as  necessity  requires,  and  the 
majority  are  doing  splendid  work  in  a reasonable  and  fair  way, 
tempering  justice  with  mercy  and  considering  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  law  rather  than  it’s  strict  letter.  Our  men  during  the  past  two 
years  have  been  doing  all  in  their  power  to  aid  the  Departments  of 
Forestry  and  of  Fisheries  in  the  enforcement  of  laws  relating  to  their 
special  interests. 

Rspectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

President 

JNO.  M.  PHILLIPS, 

W.  B.  McCALEB, 

GEO.  D.  GIDEON, 

WILSON  McGREW, 

H.  J.  DONALDSON, 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 

Attest : 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 

Secretary. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  5th,  1918. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  of  Pennsyl- 
vania : 

Gentlemen:  1 herewith  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  having  same  made  a matter  of  public  record  that  may- 
be placed  in  the  hands  of  sportsmen  through  printing,  I include  in 
this  Report  various  statements  made  in  my  Report  of  last  July  to 
you. 

WILD  MIGRATORY  BIRDS. 

Wild  migratory  birds  other  than  game  birds  of  all  kinds  almost 
without  exception  are  beyond  doubt  increasing  materially,  different 
birds  of  this  class  of  various  species  being  seen  in  numbers  in  certain 
sections  that  were  a few  years  ago  so  scarce  as  to  be  seldom  seen,  and 
to  be  unknown  to  many  of  our  people.  The  increased  number  of 
common  birds,  such  as  robins,  cat  birds,  various  kinds  of  woodpeckers, 
warblers,  sparrows,  etc.,  being  quite  noticeable;  blue  birds  alone  seem 
to  be  scarce.  The  presence  of  these  birds  in  reasonable  numbers,  ac- 
cording to  species,  makes  the  crop  of  the  farmer  possible. 

GAME  ANIMALS. 

Game  animals  such  as  deer,  and  bear  are  undoubtedly  increasing 
in  sections  of  the  State  where  they  are  found  at  all.  Each  of  these 
species  in  certain  sections  of  the  State  have  already  grown  in  numbers 
to  a degree  that  really  threatens  the  peace  and  well-being  of  those 
residing  in  that  section,  and  beyond  question  affects  the  peace  of 
mind  of  those  connected  with  the  office  of  the  Game  Commission,  as 
we  are  constantly  in  receipt  of  all  kinds  of  reports  and  claims  regard- 
ing damages  done  by  one  or  the  other  of  these  animals.  True  it  is 
that  many  of  these  claims  are  exaggerated  and  upon  investigation  are 
proven  false,  but  still  they  come  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  come 
in  increasing  numbers  until  the  Game  Commission  is  given  authority 
to  deal  especially  with  these  propositions  and  outside  the  provisions 
of  the  general  game  law  of  the  State.  In  sections  where  for  instance 
female  deer,  because  of  special  and  perpetual  protection  accorded 
these  animals,  have  increased  in  numbers  and  have  become  so  bold  as 
to  be  actually  a menace  to  orchards  and  growing  crops,  especially 
oats  and  buckwheat,  in  that  part  of  the  State  wherein  they  are 
found.  The  same  applies  to  bear  that  are  accused  in  certain  sections 
of  doing  more  harm  to  the  sheep  and  cattle  and  bee  industry  than  is 
done  by  dogs.  Rabbits  last  year  in  various  sections  of  the  State  were 
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apparently  frozen  or  starved  out  and  are  greatly  reduced  in  numbers 
in  many  parts  of  the  State.  These  animals  during  the  winter  time 
when  food  is  scarce  undoubtedly  destroyed  trees  of  untold  value,  and 
during  the  summer  time  continue  to  destroy  fruit  trees  and  shrubbery 
and  growing  crops.  I am  satisfied  that  under  prevailing  law,  that 
forbids  the  use  of  ferrets  in  hunting  rabbits  or  the  sale  of  rabbits 
killed  in  this  Commonwealth  and  limits  the  number  of  these  animals 
that  may  be  killed  in  one  day  or  in  one  season  by  one  individual, 
these  creatures  will  increase  to  a degree  that  will  return  these  animals 
in  original  numbers,  perhaps  in  one  year  in  places  where  they  are 
scarce  today.  Where  rabbits  are  plentiful  at  this  time  they  promise 
to  surely  raise  the  ire  of  fruit  growers  and  gardeners  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. In  the  face  of  these  conditions  and  possibilities  this  office 
is  frequently  importuned  by  sportsmen  to  have  the  rabbit  season 
shortened  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  animals  that  may  be 
legally  killed  in  one  day  and  in  one  season  by  one  individual.  The 
fruit  grower  and  trucker  wants  protection  in  it’s  various  forms  taken 
from  rabbits,  while  the  hunter  wants  additional  protection,  and  there 
you  are.  Through  the  presence  of  rabbits  a food  supply,  easily  taken, 
is  supplied  to  predatory  creatures,  such  as  hawks  and  owls  and  foxes 
and  weasels,  etc.,  that  otherwise  would  surely  prey  upon  our  more 
valuable  game  birds  and  upon  poultry,  and  in  addition  furnishes  men 
with  the  incentive  to  hunt;  provides  a food  supply  of  a value  that 
cannot  be  expressed  in  words  or  figures  that  far  exceeds  the  value  of 
the  personal  property  these  animals  may  destroy.  I am  satisfied  that 
85  per  cent,  of  those  who  take  out  hunters’  licenses  in  this  State  are 
rabbit  hunters  or  prefer  to  kill  rabbits  to  other  small  game,  except 
perhaps  wild  turkeys  in  this  Commonwealth.  The  request  for  rabbits 
from  hunters  in  all  parts  of  the  State  by  far  exceeds  the  call  for  all 
other  kinds  of  game  combined,  and  is  the  hardest  to  supply,  because 
the  rabbit  has  a thin  skin  that  is  easily  torn  and  is  an  animal  that 
is  easily  killed,  and  in  addition  among  it’s  kind  is  a most  vicious 
fighter.  Experience  teaches  us  that  where  rabbits  captured  in  a wild 
state  are  confined  together  they  will  unquestionably  fight  and  destroy 
one  another.  We,  therefore,  in  our  contracts  for  these  animals  ask 
that  they  be  confined  for  shipment  in  separate  compartments.  The 
contractor  frequently  thinks,  because  he  never  saw  rabbits  fight,  that 
they  are  harmless  and  that  we  do  not  know  our  business.  He,  there- 
fore, places  a dozen  or  so  in  a box  to  keep  over  night ; in  the  morning 
finds  the  majority,  if  not  all,  with  their  skin  torn  off  in  patches  and 
the  rabbits  dead.  He,  therefore,  gives  up  the  job  and  if  he  writes  us, 
if  at  all,  saying  “I  can’t  afford  to  waste  my  time  in  trying  to  ship 
rabbits.”  This  office  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  our 
hunters  want  more  rabbits  and  we  have  tried  our  best  to  supply  more 
rabbits  but  have  failed  to  secure  many  as  our  reports  of  game  furn- 
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ished  will  show,  and  as  a last  resort  have  written  to  many  clubs  and 
to  individuals  to  buy  rabbits  up  to  a certain  number  if  they  could  and 
we  would  pay  the  price  up  to  30  cents  a piece  and  the  freight.  We 
feel  that  this  amount  is  all  a rabbit  is  worth.  We  have  been  offered 
rabbits  at  a dollar  a piece  but  refused  the  offer,  feeling  that  to  spend 
the  sportsmens’  money  in  this  way  would  be  simply  a criminal  waste 
of  the  sportsmens  money.  We  have  been  offered  Jack  Rabbits  from 
the  plains  and  Cottontails  from  various  sections  of  the  sourthwest, 
but  know  that  neither  of  these  species  because  of  altitude  will  thrive 
or  even  live  in  this  State.  We  have,  therefore,  refused  such  offers. 
In  several  states  wherein  rabbits  are  abundant,  the  State  law,  as 
does  our  law,  forbids  the  shipment  of  rabbits  out  of  the  state.  In 
some  states,  notably  Kentucky,  the  law  forbids  the  shipment  of  live 
rabbits,  but  permits  the  shipment  of  dead  rabbits,  with  the  result 
that  hundreds  of  thousand  of  dead  rabbits  are  annually  shipped  from 
t hat  state  while  no  lives  ones  can  be  secured.  So  we  are  blocked  in 
various  directions  in  our  effort  to  secure  game,  not  only  rabbits,  but 
other  game  of  various  kinds.  In  New  Jersey  the  law  requires  the  one 
who  has  living  game  to  sell  to  first  offer  what  he  may  have  to  the 
Game  Commission  of  New  Jersey;  if  they  refuse  to  buy  the  game  in 
question  may  be  sold  outside  the  state. 

In  an  effort  to  secure  ruffed  grouse  to  restock  our  depleted  covers, 
and  in  this  way  make  the  closing  of  this  State  to  grouse  shooting 
unnecessary,  we  wrote  those  in  authority  in  every  Province  of  Canada, 
having  been  told  that  they  were  plentiful  in  those  sections,  and  from 
every  one  received  reply  to  the  effect  that  grouse  were  scarce,  that 
they  could  not  comply  with  our  request,  and  were  seriously  consider- 
ing the  propriety  of  closing  their  own  territory  to  grouse  shooting  for 
a period.  I know  of  no  place  in  the  world  where  ruffed  grouse  can 
be  procured,  and  it,  therefore,  seems  to  me  it  is  up  to  those  who  have 
these  birds  to  save  them. 

Mexico  appears  to  be  the  very  last  stand  of  the  Bob-white  Quail, 
and  fearing  the  closing  of  even  this  territory  or  the  asking  of  excessive 
prices  for  quail,  we  are  contracting  for  all  of  these  birds  we  can  get, 
llie  same  to  be  delivered  next  spring,  at  which  time  the  birds  will  be 
mature  and  be  on  a seed  diet  instead  of  an  insect  diet  as  are  the  young 
birds  in  the  fall,  they  will  also  be  delivered  at  a time  when  the  most 
of  our  severe  winter  weather  will  be  past  and  when  the  birds  can  be 
released  quickly  after  their  arrival  here  instead  of  being  held,  as 
heretofore,  for  months  in  captivity.  We  know  that  mature  Mexican 
quail  released  in  this  State  will  do  well  and  quickly  become  a part 
of  the  fauna  of  this  State.  We  have  in  years  past  released  several 
small  bunches  of  these  birds  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  have  had 
them  and  their  increase  under  observation  and  know  whereof  we 
speak.  To  my  mind  the  time  has  come  when  new  methods  through 
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which  our  own  game  may  be  perpetuated  must  be  adopted.  The  idea 
that  benefit  will  come  through  the  placing  of  quail  or  any  other 
species  of  our  non-migratory  birds  on  the  list  of  song  and  insectivor- 
ous birds,  to  which  birds  absolute  protection  is  guaranteed,  is  falla- 
cious in  the  extreme.  The  majority  of  our  insectivorous  birds  and 
most  of  our  song  birds  are  migratory  and  hike  to  a warmer  clime 
where  food  is  abundant  when  winter  strikes  us  here.  Our  quail  are 
not  migratory,  and  when  snow  and  ice  cover  our  land  have  most 
serious  trials  to  meet.  This  office,  since  money  has  been  given  us 
through  the  Resident  Hunter’s  License  bill,  has  been  trying  through 
our  officers  and  sportsmen  to  locate  and  feed  bunches  of  quail  in 
various  sections  of  the  State.  We  find  that  we  fall  far  short  of  reach- 
ing all  our  quail  and  that  many  die  annually  of  starvation.  Knowing 
this  the  thought  has  come  to  me  that  we  might  improve  conditions 
if  we  were  to  offer  a reward  or  bounty  to  individuals  iiy  the  state, 
especially  farmer  boys  or  to  organized  sportsmen,  who  might  trap 
and  care  for  quail  in  various  sections,  the  birds  to  be  reported  to  us 
and  be  inspected  and  counted  by  one  of  our  officers  as  soon  as  they 
may  be  captured  and  again  inspected  and  counted  by  our  officer  before 
they  are  released,  those  who  thus  capture  and  feed  and  release  the 
birds  to  receive  pay  for  such  service  at  a rate  to  be  fixed  by  the  Game 
Commission,  say  from  fifty  cents  to  a dollar  apiece,  an  amount  that  to 
my  mind  is  cheap  even  at  this  time  when  compared  with  the  prices 
we  must  pay  for  the  birds  we  are  compelled  to  buy  and  that  will  be 
cheaper  still  as  the  prices  are  raised.  These  birds,  too,  will  be  accli- 
mated, they  will  be  on  their  own  home  ground  when  released  and  will 
do  far  better  in  producing  than  will  newly  introduced  birds.  I be- 
lieve such  action  will  cause  especially  country  people  to  take  an 
interest  in  quail  that  they  do  not  take  at  this  time  and  will  result  in 
the  saving  of  thousand  of  quail  each  winter.  I offer  this  as  a sugges- 
tion. 

GAME  BIRDS. 

Our  native  game  birds,  such  as  wild  turkeys,  grouse,  ring-neck 
pheasants  and  quail,  notwithstanding  the  deep  snows  and  severe  cold 
of  last  winter,  seem  to  have  come  through  fairly  well,  the  ring-necks 
really  exceeding  expectations,  and  are  found  in  numbers  in  various 
sections  of  the  State.  In  some  counties  where  formerly  especially 
grouse  were  plentiful,  they  have  for  various  reasons  almost  dis- 
appeared with  the  result  that  this  office  was  for  a time  almost  daily 
in  receipt  of  petitions,  written  or  verbal,  from  a sportsmen  located 
in  almost  every  county  in  the  State  asking  that  a closed  season  for  a 
reasonable  term  be  declared  by  the  Game  Commission  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  April  9th,  1915,  for  the  sections  they  represent. 
We  were  in  receipt  of  petitions  from  sportsmen  of  other  counties 
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where  grouse  appear  faixdy  plentiful  who  insisted  that  if  certain 
counties  were  closed  to  grouse  hunting  their  counties  be  also  closed, 
because  they  recognized  the  fact  that  no  matter  how  many  grouse  or 
how  much  game  of  other  kinds  might  be  found  in  that  section,  if  the 
county  remained  open  while  other  sections  were  closed,  hunters  from 
closed  territory  will  crowd  into  open  counties  to  the  serious  depletion 
if  not  actual  extermination  of  game  found  in  that  section.  I made  it 
my  business  to  talk  over  this  closing  proposition  in  various  sections 
with  sportsmen  and  found  but  few  who  do  not  agree  that  a closed 
season  for  a reasonable  period  was  necessai’y  say  one  or  two  years 
The  majority  seem  to  favor  closing  for  oxxe  year,  such  time  covering 
two  hatching  seasons  that  will  thoroughly  test  the  matter  of  benefit 
that  may  come  through  such  actioxx,  axxd  that  if  need  be  caxx  be  re- 
peated. This  matter  was  considered  by  yoxx  at  your  meeting  ixx  July 
and  evexy  county  of  the  State  declared  closed  for  one  year  excepting 
two,  Philadelphia  axxd  Delaware,  no  ruffed  grouse  being  found  ixx 
either  of  these  counties,  wi+h  the  x’esult  that  the  great  majority  of 
spoxffsmen  are  satisfied  wit1  ue  actioxx  takexx  axxd  but  few  violatioxxs 
of  this  move  beixxg  reporte-  and  those  that  have  been  returned  in 
the  majority  of  cases  indica  e the  violators  to  be  mexx  who  ax’e  non- 
residents  of  this  State,  or  iliens  who  do  xxot  understand  our  laws. 
Our  sportsmen  appear  to  e observing  this  regulation  in  splendid 
manner.  The  question  of  ne  benefit  that  comes  to  our  wild  life 
through  absolute  protectioxi  from  vexmxin  as  well  as  from  men,  is  being 
exemplified  daily  axxd  yearly  by  oxxr  game  sanctuaries,  and  if  we  had 
oixe  or  more  of  these  cities  of  refuge  in  every  coxxnty  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  closing  of  such  county  woxxld  not  be  necessary,  but  until 
sxxclx  condition  prevails  these  questions  xnxxst  be  given  consideration 
if  our  stock  of  game  is  to  be  maintained  and  o.ur  young  men  are  to 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  attain  an  efficiency  and  accuracy  in 
marksmanship  during  tinxes  of  peace  that  fits  them  to  take  their 
places  ixx  the  battle  front  as  they  have  done  in  this  world  wide  war 
just  ended.  The  recreation  and  food  supply  and  pleasure  secured  by 
those  who  lxxixxt  is  bxxt  an  incidexxt  axxd  small  indeed  as  compared  with 
this  other  feature  that  insures  better  health  and,  therefore,  physical 
fitness  and  effectiveness  and  accuracy  of  gun  fire  in  battle,  either  on 
land  or  on  the  water  or  ixx  the  air,  where  moving  objects  are  attempted 
to  be  hit  and  where  you  mxxst  get  the  other  fellow  first  or  he  will 
sixrely  get  you.  From  this  viewpoint  aixd  for  this  pxxrpose  alone  it 
seems  to  me  nothing  should  be  xxeglected  that  will  tend  to  maintain  a 
supply  of  game  to  be  hunted  for  and  to  be  shot  at  by  our  young  mexx. 
With  this  idea  in  mind  we  have  been  pushing  to  conclusion  as  rapidly 
as  possible  the  creation  of  additional  game  Sanctuaries  in  this  Com 
moxxwealth.  We  have  tried  our  best  to  secure  game  for  propagating 
purposes  so  that  the  incentive  to  hunt  may  be  brought  as  near  the  door 
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of  the  ordinary  man  as  possible.  Experience  also  teaches  that  no 
difference  what  we  may  propose  or  hope  to  do,  tlie  plans  of  men  oft 
go  awry  and  we  suffer  disappointment.  Last  fall  we  contracted  for 
and' expected  to  receive  during  the  winter,  number  of  deer  and  rabbits 
and  quail  to  be  released  for  propagating  purposes  in  this  Common- 
wealth, but  for  various  reasons  were  disappointed.  Deep  snows  pre- 
vailed in  sections  where  these  animals  were  to  have  been  captured. 
Those  in  authority  in  the  various  provinces  in  Canada  to  whom  we 
applied  for  ruffed  grouse  wrote  that  these  birds  were  scarce  in  their 
section,  that  they  could  not  permit  the  export  of  a single  bird  and 
were  seriously  contemplating  a closed  season  for  a period  on  grouse 
throughout  the  entire  area  of  Canada.  Regulations  emanating  from 
the  Biological  Survey  at  Washington  prohibited  the  shipment  of 
quail  into  the  United  States  from  Mexico  and  the  congested  condition 
of  traffic  on  our  railroad  everywhere  caused  us  to  countermand  orders 
for  the  shipment  of  game  that  might  be  taken,  because  we  found  in 
several  instances  that  the  shipments  were  so  delayed  that  many  of  the 
birds  or  animals,  sometimes  every  one,  ir.  ced  to  us  were  dead  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  final  point  of  destiL  ,tion.  In  some  cases  the 
prices  demanded  for  game  were  so  excessive  that  we  refused  to  buy, 
considering  that  in  such  purchase,  as  for  ii.  stance  a dollar  apiece  for 
common  rabbits,  we  would  be  criminally  wasting  the  sportsmen’s 
money. 

FEEDING  OR  GAME. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  protection  accorded  our  game  in  an 
effort  to  add  to  the  stock  for  propagating  purposes,  we  last  winter 
attempted  to  feed  such  coveys  of  quail  or  flocks  of  grouse  and  wild 
turkeys  as  could  be  located  within  the  Commonwealth,  our  Game 
Protectors  and  Specials  and  many  sportsmen  together  with  Boy 
Scouts  taking  part  in  such  work  and  making  report  to  us  of  the  birds 
located  in  the  fall,  the  number  that  were  lost  for  various  causes 
throughout  the  winter  with  the  cause  of  such  loss,  and  the  number 
remaining  when  spring  came.  These  reports,  while  far  from  being 
perfect,  are  very  gratifying  and  clearly  indicate  that  great  benefit 
must  result  from  such  effort  when  energetically  and  intelligently 
made.  We  undoubtedly  saved  through  feeding  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  quail  in  Pennsylvania  last  winter,  together  with  hundreds  of  tur- 
keys that  otherwise,  because  of  the  deep  snows,  would  surely  have 
perished.  We  believe,  too,  that  the  help  accorded  our  grouse  through 
the  addition  of  a grain  ration  now  and  then  helped  materially  to 
bring  these  birds  into  the  laying  and  hatching  period  in  such  strength 
as  to  insure  the  very  best  results,  indicating  that  grouse  as  well  as 
turkeys  and  quail  have  not  only  laid  their  full  allotment  of  eggs  but 
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have  hatched  earier  than  usual,  coveys  of  young  grouse  and  turkeys 
being  noticed  fully  a weeek  or  more  before  the  time  they  are  usually 
expected  to  appear. 

Because  of  weather  conditions  insuring  the  presence  of  a plentiful 
supply  of  insect  life  upon  which  young  birds  feed,  the  control  of 
forest  fires,  and  the  scarcity  of  vermin  removed  because  of  our  bounty 
laws,  our  grouse  and  other  birds  last  spring  experienced  an  excep- 
tionally favorable  season  and-  a decided  increase  over  that  of  several 
years  passed  has  been  noticed.  With  an  equally  favorable  season 
next  spring  grouse  shooting  during  the  season  of  1919  should  be 
greatly  improved. 

FOREST  FIRES. 

Recognizing  the  great  harm  that  annually  comes  to  game  as  well 
as  to  our  forests  because  of  fires  we  have  tried  to  place  ourselves  in 
position  where  we  could  render  efficient  aid  in  preventing  losses  from 
this  direction,  and  to  that  end  through  an  agreement  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Forestry  had  each  of  our  paid  Protectory  made  a Fire 
Warden.  Because  of  this  appointment  they  are  empowered  to  call  to 
their  assistance  and  to  compel,  if  necessary,  the  help  of  such  indivi- 
duals as  may  be  needed  to  extinguish  forest  fires  they  may  discover. 
Reports  received  indicate  that  numerous  incipient  fires  have  been 
controlled  by  our  officers  because  of  this  authority.  We  are  trying 
our  best  in  every  way  to  help  the  Department  of  Forestry  in  its  work, 
not  only  in  the  matter  of  fires  but  in  all  other  ways. 

DOG  LAW. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  new  Dog  Law  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture is  empowered  to  call  to  his  help  in  the  enforcement  of  the  various 
provisions  of  this  law,  all  police  officers  of  the  Commonwealth.  Under 
the  definition  as  prescribed  by  the  Act,  as  to  whom  may  be  termed  a 
Police  Officer,  we  find  that  Game  Protectors  are  included  and  that 
we  are  not  only  given  authority  to  enforce  this  law  but  that  it  is  also 
made  our  duty  under  penalty  to  see  that  this  law  is  enforced.  We 
have  been  trying  to  do  our  duty  in  this  respect  in  a reasonable  way, 
considering  fairness  and  justice  to  dog  owners  as  well  as  to  the  State 
and  to  that  end  have  issued  various  circular  letters  to  our  Protectors 
relative  to  our  thought  regarding  this  matter.  Copies  of  these  cir- 
cular letters  have  been  forwarded  to  you  as  issued. 

ALIEN  DOG  LAW. 

In  addition  to  this  general  Dog  Law  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  you 
know,  we  have  an  Act  providing  that  no  unnaturalized  foreign-born 
resident  of  this  State  can  own  or  be  possessed  of  a dog.  This  act  is 
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entitled  “An  Act  for  the  Protection  and  Preservation  of  Game.”  We 
recognize  the  fact  that  many  of  these  aliens  are  ignorant  of  our 
language  and  of  our  laws,  and  in  an  effort  to  be  fair  to  them  have 
printed  on  cloth  in  three  languages,  English,  Slavonic  and  Italian, 
notices  calling  attention  to  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  asking  these 
people  to  part  with~their  dogs  without  prosecution  or  trouble.  We 
have  in  addition  ruled  that  this,  being  an  Act  for  the  protection  of 
game,  the  dog  found  must  be  of  a kind  that  could  destroy  game  if 
given  the  opportunity,  or  be  in  a place  where  game  was  found.  We 
have  held  that  the  possession  by  an  alien  of  a bird  dog  or  of  a hound 
in  the  center  of  a city,  or  the  ownership  of  a poodle  or  lap  dog  in  the 
country  would  not  in  itself  justify  a prosecution.  We  have  ruled 
that  if  an  alien  resident  of  this  State  had  a son  born  in  America  of 
sufficient  age  to  exercise  ownership  of  a dog,  say  twelve  or  fourteen  or 
more  years,  and  swore  he  did  actually  own  the  dog  found  on  the 
premises  controlled  by  his  father  such  dog  should  not  be  interfered 
with  unless  the  officer  could  prove  the  dog  was  used  by  the  alien  to 
hunt  for  or  to  destroy  game  or  wild  birds.  The  same  applies  to  a 
woman  born  in  America  who  had  married  an  alien,  although  the 
courts  have  held  that  a woman  of  this  kind  by  marrying  an  alien  for- 
feited her  citizenship  and  that  the  husband  of  an  American  born 
woman,  such  husband  being  an  alien,  was  responsible  for  the  happen- 
ings on  property  upon  which  the  two  might  reside.  In  other  words, 
we  have  tried  to  be  fair  and  just  to  aliens  in  all  respects,  and  in  some 
instances  have  really  stretched  the  point  to  favor  them,  never  against 
them.  Still  you  will  frequently  notice  in  the  papers  reported  per 
secutions  of  aliens  because  of  game  laws.  Some  of  these  reports  are 
perhaps  authentic,  others  are  not.  Some  are  brought  about  by  con- 
stables and  other  officers  of  the  Commonwealth  over  whom  we  have 
no  control.  Some  of  these  reports  are  written  by  men  who  perhaps 
do  not  understand  that  we  have  repeatedly  warned  and  notified  aliens 
in  certain  sections  that  they  could  not  own  or  be  possessed  of  a dog, 
but  who  persisted  in  having  dogs  anyhow  . on  their  premises,  in  which 
case  we  are  compelled  to  make  an  example  of  a limited  number  in 
each  community.  This  same  statement  regarding  our  effort  to  be  fair 
and  reasonable  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Alien  Dog  Law  applies  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  Alien  Gun  Law.  We  are  trying  to  be  just  to 
these  people  in  all  ways.  Through  our  effort  to  enforce  the  General 
Dog  Law  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Alien  Dog  Law,  our  officers 
have  been  compelled  to  kill  many  dogs,  the  number  running  into 
Thousands,  the  majority  of  which  were  worse  than  worthless.  We  are 
insisting  at  this  time  that  County  Commissioners  of  the  State  see  to 
it  that  the  several  constables  within  their  jurisdiction  perform  their 
duty,  that  borough  and  city  authorities  see  that  the  policemen  and 
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constables  whom  they  control  do  their  duty,  in  this  respect  believing 
that  the  less  dogs  we  have  wandering  over  the  State,  the  greater  wiii 
be  the  peace  accorded  to  game  as  well  as  to  domestic  stock  and  to  the 
people.  The  enforcement  of  the  dog  law  is  causing  this  office  no  little 
trouble,  some  of  our  courts  holding  one  thing  and  some  just  the 
opposite  regarding  it's  provision,  Judge  Grornan  of  Lehigh  County 
holding  that  the  law  imposing  a penalty  on  aliens  for  owning  or 
possessing  a dog  was  just  as  binding  as  was  the  law  forbidding  aliens 
to  own  or  be  possessed  of  guns,  and  that  an  alien  found  in  possession 
of  a dog  was  liable  to  the  penalty  imposed  for  such  possession  no 
difference  who  might  really  own  the  dog.  The  court  in  Montgomery 
County  has  ruled  that  an  alien  found  in  possession  of  two  dogs  in 
that  county  was  not  guilty,  because  it  was  clearly  shown  that  someone 
other  than  the  alien  actually  owned  the  dogs.  In  this  case  our  Game 
Protector  seized  the  dogs,  intending  to  kill  them  as  is  provided  for 
by  law.  Legal  proceedings  were  started  that  forbade  the  killing  and 
that  finally  resulted  as  above  stated.  In  the  meantime  pending  de- 
cision the  dogs  were  kept  and  fed  by  the  officer,  who  is  now  out  the 
amount  spent  for  food  for  the  dogs.  Other  courts  have  held  the  alien 
could  not  be  punished  unless  it  was  proven  the  dog  found  in  possession 
had  been  seen  in  pursuit  of  game.  We  are  certainly  in  for  trouble  no 
matter  which  way  we  turn.  All  these  matters  have  been  referred  to 
the  office  of  the  Attorney  General.  I am  reporting  at  length  upon 
tliis  phase  of  our  work  so  that  you  may  understand  the  situation  fully. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  FISH  LAW. 

Our  officers  are  also  helping  the  Department  of  Fisheries  to  enforce 
the  Fish  Law  of  the  Commonwealth  and  have  made  during  the  past 
spring  numerous  arrests  in  this  regard.  Through  an  agreement 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  we  are  authorized  to  prosecute 
at  once  and  without  first  reporting  to  the  Department  of  Fisheries, 
offenders  caught  in  the  act  of  violating  common  and  ordinary  pro- 
visions of  the  Fish  Law,  such  as,  fishing  out  of  season,  fishing  on 
Sunday,  taking  a fish  under  size  or  in  excess  of  the  number  as  pro- 
vided by  law.  Our  officers  are  instructed  in  all  cases  where  a boy  or 
a young  person  or  even  an  older  person,  may  be  ignorantly  violating 
the  law,  to  warn  such  person  rather  than  to  prosecute,  but  to  pro- 
secute in  every  case  where  the  offender  is  either  a known  violator  or 
resents  the  attempt  upon  our  part  to  correct  conditions.  In  extra- 
ordinary cases,  such  as,  the  drawing  off  of  water  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  fish,  or  the  pollution  of  streams,  or  the  use  of  explosives  in 
taking  fish,  or  failure  to  create  fishways  in  dams  erected,  we  under 
the  agreement  before  mentioned  and  at  the  request  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Fisheries  collect  the  evidence  as  far  as  possible  and  refer 
the  case  to  the  Department  of  Fisheries  for  further  prosecution. 
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BOUNTIES. 

In  the  matter  of  bounties  I beg  to  report  that  under  the  new  law 
that  requires  the  presentation  of  the  entire  skin  of  the  animal  killed 
either  to  this  office  or  to  one  of  our  Protectors  in  the  field,  but  little 
chance  for  fraud  exists.  The  presentation  of  the  skin  of  an  animal 
killed  in  the  summer  time  but  stated  in  the  affidavit  to  have  been 
killed  in  the  winter  time,  the  odor  of  preservatives  on  a skin  of  an 
animal  claimed  to  have  been  freshly  killed,  the  presentation  of  skins 
in  excessive  numbers  from  any  particular  section,  the  presentation  of 
the  skins  of  animals  in  numbers  that  are  actually  rare  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, at  once  arouses  the  suspicion  of  the  officer  in  charge  of 
our  Bounty  Division.  This  causes  an  investigation  and  but  little 
chance  of  escape  exists.  Since  my  last  report  to  you  we  had  an 
instance  of  this  kind,  a man  from  Bradford  County  reporting  that  a 
number  of  weasels  had  been  killed  by  him  in  a certain  section  during 
the  month  of  January.  Investigation  of  the  skins  showed  they  had 
been  taken  from  animals  killed  in  the  summer  time.  The  affidavit 
stated  they  were  killed  in  January.  Another  man  from  the  same 
section  presented  the  skins  of  several  Canadian  lynx  that  he  claimed 
to  have  killed  in  Bradford  County,  whereas  no  such  animal  has  been 
seen  in  that  county  for  many  years.  Numbers  of  gray  fox  skins  were 
presented,  claimed  to  have  been  killed  in  a section  of  Bradford  County 
where  gray  foxes  were  scarce.  This  led  to  an  investigation  that 
finally  resulted  fa  the  seizure  of  about  twenty-five  hundred  weasel 
skins,  more  than  a hundred  gray  fox  skins,  and  fifty  or  more  wild  cat 
skins.  We  found  these  skins  had  all  been  purchased  in  New  York. 
Our  investigations  and  discoveries  led  to  the  arrest  of  a number  of 
individuals.  We  found  that  men  in  that  section  had  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  to  defraud  the  State,  that  in  some  instances  they  were 
having  their  own  children,  ten,  twelve,  fourteen  or  sixteen  years  of 
age,  present  these  claims  for  bounties,  swearing  that  they  had  killed 
the  animals  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  designating  the  place  where 
this  was  done,  in  this  way  committing  perjury  as  well  as  an  attempt 
to  defraud  the  Commonwealth,  and  altogether  developing  a most  de- 
plorable condition.  One  of  the  three  leaders  in  this  movement  has 
left  the  State,  and  up  to  this  time  has  escaped  punishment.  In  the 
other  cases,  believing  that  the  country  needed  the  help  of  these  young 
men  on  the  farms  at  this  time  and  that  more  good  could  be  secured 
through  their  remaining  at  home  than  through  an  imprisonment,  we 
asked  the  court  for  leniency  and  a suspension  of  sentence,  which  was 
agreed  to,  the  judge  telling  each  one  of  the  defendants  plainly  that 
he  thought  they  deserved  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary  but  had  been 
asked  to  extend  leniency,  that  sentence  be  to  return  to  the  State  the 
moneys  taken  in  this  way,  that  he  expected  them  to  report  to  him 
at  each  term  of  court  for  a period  and  that  if  during  that  period  they 
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went  wrong  in  any  way,  not  only  violating  game  laAvs,  but  any  other 
laws  and  the  matter  was  called  to  his  attention,  he  would  certainly 
impose  sentence  in  the  bounty  matters  to  the  limit.  We  believe  that 
more  good  will  be  accomplished  through  this  move  than  could  be 
accomplished  in  any  other  way. 

At  this  time  1 call  your  attention  to  an  effort  made  in  the  last 
Legislature  to  provide  a method  through  which  claims  for  bounty 
could  be  quickly  adjusted  by  this  office  through  the  sending  to  the 
claimant  of  a check  for  the  amount  due  and  afterward  certifying  the 
claim  to  the  Auditor  General  who  afterward  drew  his  warrant  on 
the  State  Treasurer  and  that  official  after  a while  forwarding  his 
check  to  the  claimant.  A bill  authorizing  such  change  was  passed  by 
the  last  Legislature  but  was  vetoed  by  the  Governor  because  as  I 
understand  it  he  did  not  endorse  that  feature  of  the  bill  increasing 
the  bounty  on  wild  cats  from  $6.00  to  $10.00.  The  sportsmen  who 
advocated  this  bill  insisted  that  the  wild  cat  was  extremely  destruc- 
tive to  game,  sometimes  even  killing  full  grown  deer  and  desired 
through  an  increase  in  the  bountjr  for  the  killing  of  these  animals 
to  create  an  incentive  that  would  lead  men  to  pursue  them  to  their 
extinction,  hence  this  feature.  I am  perfectly  aware  that  through 
the  adoption  of  a change  as  above  indicated  that  the  labors  of  this 
office,  especially  of  the  one  who  signs  checks,  will  be  increased  very 
considerably,  possibly  to  the  extent  of  signing  fully  fifty  thousand  or 
more  checks.  This  to  my  mind  is  but  little  as  compared  with  the 
benefit  of  encouragement  to  vermin  hunters  given  through  the  quick 
payment  of  their  claims.  The  labor  of  signing  and  forwarding  checks 
would  be  simply  transferred  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  this 
office  and  the  sending  out  of  the  card  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
claim  in  this  office  be  avoided.  We  are  very  frequently  in  receipt  of 
communications  regarding  this  matter  both  from  organizations  as 
well  as  individuals,  and  I cite  the  matter  for  your  consideration. 

LOSS  OF  MEN. 

For  your  information  I desire  to  report  that  thus  far  seven  men 
have  left  our  service  in  the  Harrisburg  office  for  the  army,  each  of 
them  being  competent  stenographers  and  typewriters,  each  one  enlist- 
ing without  waiting  for  the  formal  call  to  the  colors.  Several  of  our 
field  men  have  left  us,  some  for  the  Service  and  some  for  positions 
where  they  may  receive  greater  pay  than  we  have  been  able  to  pay  at 
this  time.  The  question  of  a raise  in  wages  or  salaries  as  adjusted  at 
your  meeting  in  July  has  not  fully  settled  these  troubles. 

GAME  PRESERVES. 

We  are  pushing  the  matter  of  Game  Sanctuaries  as  rapidly  as 
possible  and  have,  since  our  last  meeting,  established  and  placed  in 
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working  order  three  additional  tracts  of  land  for  this  purpose,  one 
of  these  tracts  being  in  Dauphin  County,  near  Lykens  on  State  land 
containing  approximately  seventeen  hundred  acres,  another  in  Union 
County,  near  Laurelton  on  State  land  containing  approximately  three 
thousad  acres,  still  another  in  Huntingdon  County  near  Marklesburg, 
located  on  State  land  south  of  the  Raystown  Branch  of  the  Juniata 
River,  containing  about  eighteen  hundred  acres.  In  addition  to  this 
we  have  a tract  of  land  under  lease  located  on  private  property  in 
Forest  County.  This  land  is  located  in  the  oil  and  gas  country  and 
the  lease  contains  of  necessity  many  reservations  that  have  been  made 
by  those  who  transferred  the  property  from  one  to  another  during  the 
past  series  of  years.  These  reservations  we  were  compelled  to  recog- 
nize if  we  expected  to  secure  control  of  the  land  in  question  that  is 
ideal  for  Sanctuary  purposes,  that  is  located  in  a section  of  the  State 
where  a Preserve  is  sadly  needed  and  where  no  land  can  be  found  that 
is  n'ot  covered  as  is  this  land  by  such  reservations.  The  last  named 
property  is  the  fourth  piece  of  leased  land  upon  which  Game  Sanc- 
tuaries have  been  established.  We  stock  the  land  with  game,  protect 
as  far  as  possible  growing  timber  and  at  the  end  of  the  period  as  fixed 
by  the  lease,  turn  same  back  to  the  owners,  a splendid  young  forest, 
well  stocked  with  various  kinds  of  game  and  jointly  making  an  ideal 
spot  to  be  possessed  by  an  organization  or  individual  who  wishes  to 
control  a private  game  preserve,  while  at  the  present  no  other  course 
is  open  to  us.  I believe  it  would  be  far  better  to  have  a law  passed 
that  would  authorize  the  Game  Commission  to  spend  a part  of  the 
sportsmen’s  fund  annually  for  the  purchase  of  land  that  would  be 
open  to  the  use  of  sportsmen  forever,  such  lands  being  held  perpetually 
for  public  game  preserve  purposes,  a part  being  enclosed  as  are  our 
sanctuaries  at  this  time,  the  balance  open  to  hunting  under  the  pro- 
visions of  law,  the  title  to  the  land  to  be  in  the  name  of  The  Game 
Commission  or  The  Department  of  Forestry  as  might  be  considered 
best,  only  so  the  privilege  of  hunting  to  the  public  is  maintained.  We 
have  today  in  the  State  Treasury  thousands  of  dollars  that  might  well 
be  applied  to  such  purpose. 

I call  attention  to  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the  taking  of 
thousands  of  men  out  of  this  State  by  the  war,  fully  as  many  if  not 
more  Resident  Hunter’s  Licenses  have  been  taken  this  year  as  were 
taken  during  any  year  since  the  passage  of  the  Hunter’s  License  Act. 
Full  returns  regarding  this  matter  have  not  yet  been  made  to  us,  so 
that  we  cannot  give  exact  figures,  but  we  do  know  that  in  a number 
of  counties  the  number  of  licenses  sent  this  year  were  equal  to  the 
number  sent  out  during  any  year,  and  more  demanded.  In  some 
instances  the  demand  for  extra  licenses  has  exceeded  a thousand ; in 
one  County  more  than  fifteen  hundred  were  required. 
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1 call  your  attention  to  the  various  special  sheets  attached  to  this 
lieport,  cite  that  1 have  just  forwarded  a letter  to  Governor  Brum- 
baugh in  which  a partial  summary  of  work  done  by  this  office  during 
his  Administration  shows  that  during  his  term  there  were  collected 
and  returned  to  the  State  for  violation  of  the  game  laws,  fines  and 
penalties,  aggregating  $07,448.55.  This  amount  is  almost  twice  the 
cost  of  this  office  for  the  same  period.  I mean,  of  course,  expenses  of 
salaries,  traveling  expenses,  etc.,  incident  to  the  office.  It  does,  not 
cover  salaries  of  Protectors  in  the  field,  their  traveling  expenses,  the 
purchase  or  feeding  of  game  or  any  expense  outside  the  office. 

In  this  letter  to  the  Governor  1 cite  the  fact  that  during  the  period 
covered  by  the  new  bounty  law  beginning  with  April  15,  1915  to 
December  1,  1918,  we  paid  for  the  killing  of  1,558  wild  cats,  12,170 
gray  foxes,  11,480  red  foxes,  15,055  mink,  and  112,003  weasels,  aggre- 
gating at  their  various  bounty  values,  $183,726.00.  This  amount  large 
as  it  appears  is  not  more  than  half  the  amount  claimed  and  paid  out 
by  counties  under  the  old  law,  wherein  legal  proof  of  the  claim  as 
required  by  law  was  waived  by  the  State.  You  can  drawn  your  own 
conclusions  regarding  the  honesty  of  many  of  the  claims  under  the 
old  law. 

We  had  in  the  State  Treasury  to  our  credit  on  December  1,  1918, 
$289,286.85  in  the  fund  for  every  day  use,  and  in  the  Bounty  fund 
$265,202.84,  making  a total  of  over  half  a million  dollars.  For  your 
information  I want  to  say  that  under  an  opinion  of  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General,  moneys  that  might  not  be  used  for  the  payment  of 
bounties  revert  to  the  fund  from  which  they  were  originally  a part 
and  not  to  the  State,  as  was  claimed  by  some.  Moneys,  therefore,  that 
are  not  needed  to  pay  bounties  can  be  used  by  the  Game  Commission 
for  other  purposes  incident  to  their  work.  This  money  is  available 
and  can  be  and  should  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  those  who  paid  it  in. 

I understand  there  is  a movement  on  foot  to  create  a joint  Game 
and  Fish  license,  making  a division  of  the  moneys  secured  between 
the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  the  Game  Commission.  To  my  mind 
this  effort  should  not  be  encouraged  by  hunters,  and  for  various 
reasons,  one  of  these  reasons  being  that  a divided  authority  or  re- 
sponsibility for  the  preparation  and  issuance  and  accounting  of  li- 
cense will  be  created  that  is  sure  to  cause  trouble  between  the  depart- 
ment. Such  a proposition  also  will  surely  cause  dissension'  between 
hunters  and  fishermen,  especially  in  the  matter  of  amounts  applied 
to  the  benefit  of  each.  Many  hunters  never  go  fishing  and  many 
fishermen  never  hunt.  Many  men  belonging  to  either  class  will  resent 
the  payment  of  a fee,  no  matter  how  small,  that  is  to  be  applied  to 
some  purpose  in  which  they  have  no  interest.  This  proposition  seems 
to  me  to  be  loaded  at  both  ends  and  I believe  if  a license  for  fishing  is 
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required  it  should  be  in  separate  form  from  the  hunter’s  license  and 
should  carry  it’s  own  fee  for  it’s  own  special  purpose. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Observation  regarding  the  working  possibilities  and  effect  of  our 
present  game  law  satislies  me  that  we  have  today  the  best  game 
protective  law  we  have  ever  had  on  our  books,  that  is,  the  open 
season  is  so  fixed  regarding  time  of  the  year  during  which  game  of 
various  species  is  at  it’s  best  insofar  as  ability  to  take  care  of  itself 
is  concerned.  I will  admit  that  the  seasons  as  now  arranged  are  not 
the  best  that  could  be  chosen  from  the  standpoint  of  the  man  who 
wishes  to  kill  all  he  can  every  day.  Deer  have  passed  through  the 
rutting  season.  The  male  has  been  given  the  opportunity  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  nature.  He  is  not  in  pursuit  of  does  regardless  of  con- 
sequences, but  instead  can  give  his  entire  attention  to  self  preserva- 
tion. The  leaves  are  off.  He  can  see  long  distances.  Sounds  carry 
further;  all  of  which  conditions  lend  to  his  benefit.  The  possibility 
of  forest  fires  is  lessened  because  of  probable  rains  or  snows. 

Turkeys  are  more  mature  and,  therefore,  more  shy.  The  absence 
of  leaves  on  the  trees  and  bushes  enables  them  to  see  further  than 
earlier  in  the  season  and  as  sight  appears  to  be  one  of  their  chief  de- 
fenses the  birds  are  in  much  better  position  to  hide  and  escape  than 
when  the  season  opened  earlier. 

This  same  condition  applies  to  squirrels  and  also  to  grouse,  that 
while  undoubtedly  making  a better  mark  in  the  open  than  they  do 
when/  the  leaves  are  on,  are  more  mature,  more  shy,  quicker  on  the 
wing,  with  that  instinct  to  dodge  behind  some  object  when  in  flight 
developed  to  the  highest  degree  that  taken  together  to  my  mind  more 
than  compensates  for  the  loss  of  cover  given  by  leaves.  Our  law 
appears  to  me  to  be  good  insofar  as  it  goes,  but  not  good  enough  in 
the  minds  of  many  who  insist  that  the  bag  limit  should  be  amended, 
making  the  number  of  rabbits  that  may  be  killed  in  one  day  by  one 
person  five  or  even  four  instead  of  ten,  as  at  present,  and  a shortening 
of  the  season,  making  the  number  of  ruffed  grouse  three  per  day 
instead  of  four  and  generally  reducing  the  number  of  our  various 
species  of  our  non-migratory  birds  and  animals  that  may  be  taken  in 
one  day.  Very  little  complaint  is  received  regarding  the  season  limit 
as  now  fixed  by  law  excepting  that  for  rabbits. 

In  the  matter  of  migratory  game  birds  sportsmen  believe  our  State 
laws  are  about  as  fair  and  equitable  as  they  can  be  made.  The  Bio- 
logical Survey  at  Washington,  through  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
with  Canada,  has  cut  us  out  of  Reed  bird  shooting  until  at  least 
1928.  Our  wild  waterfowl  shooting  is  limited  to  a period  that  appar- 
ently suits  other  states  better  than  it  does  Pennsylvania,  reports 
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from  ducks  hunters  this  fall  indicating  that  there  have  been  less 
wild  waterfowl  on  our  internal  waters  this  fall  than  have  been  seen 
for  many  years.  Perhaps  the  birds  have  changed  their  line  of  flight 
or  weather  conditions  are  responsible,  but  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
ducks  have  not  been  here  this  fall  even  for  the  day  now  and  then 
as  in  year  past  they  were^accustomed  to  stop  on  flight  to  winter 
quarters  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Woodcock 
come  in  flight  as  do  the  ducks,  still  our  sportsmen  ai*e  satisfied  to 
take  sparingly  of  these  birds  as  is  provided  for  by  our  State  laws. 
A reference  to- our  reports  on  game  killed  will  show  how  few  fhigra- 
tory  birds  are  taken  in  this  State,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we 
have  approximately  28,800,000  acres  within  our  boundaries  with  many 
lakes  and  ponds  and  marshes  and  lengthy  streams.  We  apparently 
live  in  the  pass-over  land  for  migratory  birds  and  for  men  that  have 
the  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  taking  of 
such  birds. 

In  the  matter  of  blackbirds  1 desire  to  say  that  many  complaints 
come  to  this  office  regarding  depreciations  committed  by  these  birds, 
beginning  with  the  date  of  their  coming  in  the  springtime,  when  thcy 
start  to  rob  the  nests  of  more  useful  birds,  to  that  time  when  they 
collect  in  vast  flocks  to  raid  growing  crops  such  as  wheat  and  oats 
and  unripe  corn  during  daylight  and  at  dark  to  gather  in  the  shade 
trees  of  some  park  or  churchyard  or  along  some  street  and  through 
I heir  droppings  make  such  place  uninhabitable  by  men.  It  seems  to 
me  the  law  should  permit  the  killing  of  these  birds  not  only  at  such 
times  as  they  may  be  committing  depredations,  or  nuisance,  but  also 
as  game  from  the  time  they  begin  to  gather  in  flocks  say  August  1st 
to  the  time  they  may  leave  in  the  fall. 

Red  squirrels,  because  of  their  disposition  to  go  everywhere,  even 
into  human  habitations,  to  destroy  the  nests  and  eggs  and  young 
birds,  to  harrass  and  drive  out  gray  squirrels,  to  cut  off  growing  fruit 
and  nuts  apparently  for  the  sole  purpose  of  hearing  them  fall,  to  de- 
stroy growing  crops,  to  go  into  graneries,  to  destroy  and  carry  off 
garnered  crops,  etc.,  just  as  rats  will  do,  should  not  !be  accorded  pro- 
tection at  all.  The  claim  that  if  the  season  for  blackbirds  or  red 
squirrels  was  not  fixed  as  is  the  season  for  other  game,  those  osten- 
sibly hunting  these  things  would  kill  anything  in  sight  and  use  that 
privilege  as  an  excuse  for  killing  valuable  game  may  to  a certain  ex- 
tent be  well  founded,  but  to  my  mind  the  benefit  coming  in  any  man- 
ner through  protection  to  either  blackbirds  or  red  squirrels  does  not 
weigh  as  compared  with  the  harm  they  do  in  this  State,  and  the 
protection  now  accorded  blackbirds  should  be  taken  away  entirely  or 
at  least  be  greatly  reduced  and  an  open  season  for  red  squirrels 
throughout  the  year  be  established. 
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A bill  was  introduced  in  the  last  Legislature  through  which  it  was 
intended  to  give  to  the  Game  Commission  the  authority  to  declare  an 
open  season  for  female  deer  during  a limited  period  say  one  or  two 
days  at  the  close  of  the  season  in  counties  of  the  State  where  these 
animals,  because  of  the  protection  now  accorded,  had  become  a nuis- 
ance and  a menace  to  growing  crops  and  fruit  trees.  The  Legislature 
saw  fit  to  reject  this  proposition,  because,  as  some  of  the  members 
said,  such  an  act  would  call  to  the  woods  innumerable  irresponsible 
hunters  who  would  shoot  at  any  and  everything  they  saw  move,  with 
the  result  that  many  human  beings  would  be  killed  and  wounded. 
This  may  be,  but  our  female  deer  are  increasing  in  certain  sections  to 
a degree  that  if  permitted  much  longer  will  endanger  and  in  some 
cases  make  impossible  the  raising  of  crops  of  any  kind  in  that  section. 
Something  must  be  done  to  either  pay  damages  for  damage  done  by 
deer  or  elk  or  to  reduce  the  herds.  I believe  the  reduction  of  numbers 
is  the  solution  and  refer  the  matter  to  you  for  consideration. 

TAXIDERMISTS. 

For  several  years  Ave  have  been  having  considerable  trouble  with 
men  desiring  to  practice  taxidermy  for  profit  or  to  collect  the  skins  of 
birds  for  so  called  scientific  purposes.  It  has  been  for  years  the 
belief  of  the  Game  Commission  of  Pennsylvania  that  enough  birds 
had  been  killed  and  enough  nests  robbed  to  answer  the  scientific  de- 
mands of  coming  generations,  and  this  procedure  has  been  limited  in 
our  State.  Then  came  the  one  desiring  to  mount  the  skins  of  birds 
or  animals  for  ornamental  or  other  purposes.  Unfortunately,  too, 
there  appeared  in  Chicago  a collection  of  men  who  it  seemed  to  us 
were  after  dollars  and  nothing  else  but  who  professed  to  be  training 
men  to  preserve  trophies  of  the  hunt  and  who  offered  to  teach  men 
by  circular  through  the  mails  the  fine  point  of  this  art,  and  inciden- 
tally how  to  get  rich.  Dozens  of  men  especially  poor  country  boys, 
paid  them  fee  of  $10.00  or  more  to  these  people,  later  on  receiving 
their  circular  directions  and  still  later  on  what  was  called  a Diploma, 
a paper  that  in  the  minds  of  the  holder  authorized  him  to  take  birds 
as  they  might  need  them  anywhere  in  this  nation  and  through  said 
practice  to  become  wealthy.  We  found. numbers  of  men  in  this  State 
who  were  killing  song  and  insectivorous  birds  and  mounting  them 
for  sale,  honestly  believing  that  because'  of  their  graduation  from 
this  school  of  taxidermy  in  Chicago  they  not  only  had  a right  to  kill 
protected  birds  themselves,  but  in  addition  had  a right  to  induce 
others  to  kill  such  birds  and  to  receive  and  handle  birds  killed  con- 
Irarv  to  law.  We  compelled  several  parties  to  pay  the  penalty  im- 
posed by  laAV  for  the  killing  or  possession  of  a limited  number  of  the 
birds  found  in  their  possession,  confiscated  all  of  their  stock  of  birds 
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on  hand  and  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a further  violation  of 
our  law  would  be  followed  by  the  imposition  of  a penalty  for  each 
bird  taken  or  found  in  possession  contrary  to  our  law,  such  actiou 
usually  causing  the  person  to  go  out  of  business.  In  considering  the 
ability  of  an  applicant  for  a certificate  to  practice  taxidermy  we  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  Chicago  diploma  as  being  sufficient  in  itself  to 
satisfy  us  of  the  fitness  of  applicants  to  practice  taxidermy.  The 
Chicago  course,  in  addition  to  actual  practice  with  a competent 
taxidermist  for  a period,  we  did  recognize,  with  the  result  that  many 
applications  for  certificates  of  this  kind  were  rejected  and  many 
individuals  given  to  understand  that  the  Chicago  school  was  without 
influence  in  this  State  and  that  our  laws  relative  to  bird  protection 
meant  what  they  said.  Such  action  has  given  to  our  wild  birds 
greater  protection  and  peace  than  had  ever  been  accorded  them  before. 
We  have  approximately  one  hundred  licensed  taxidermists  in  Penn- 
sylvania at  this  time. 

SERVICE. 

Six  of  the  clerks  in  our  home  office  left  us  through  enlistment  for 
the  war.  The  places  for  these  men  are  open  to  them  when  they  return. 
Three  left  us,  as  we  believe,  to  place  themselves  in  position  where  a 
call  to  colors  could  not  reach  them.  I need  not  express  my  thought 
regarding  such  action.  We  lost  quite  a number  of  field  men,  some 
through  enlistment,  some  because  of  the  draft,  some  because  higher 
wages  could  be  secured  elsewhere,  and  lately  quite  a number  because 
of  sickness.  Some  are  dead  of  this  last  cause  arid  numbers  confined 
to  their  homes,  so  that  all  together  during  the  last  year  we  have  been 
pushed  to  the  limit  but  I think  have  come  through  fairly  well  as  our 
reports  and  returns  will  show. 

Personally  I have  tried  to  recommend  for  appointment,  either  as 
clerks  in  the  office  or  Protectors  in  the  field  or  Keepers  of  Preserves, 
only  those  fitted  to  do  the  work  expected  of  one  in  that  position. 
Some  of  those  selected  do  not  appear  suited  to  their  work.  They  are 
no  doubt  honest  men,  industrious,  and  good  citizens,  but  do  not  appear 
to  possess  the  qualities  needed  to  do  effective  work  as  Game  Pro- 
tectors. I will  have  two  or  three  names  to  present  to  you  at  your  next 
meeting  for  removal. 

I am  not  at  this  time  in  receipt  of  information  that  will  justify 
an  attempt  to  make  a positive  statement  regarding  the  number  of 
men  killed  and  wounded  during  the  season  now  closing,  or  to  give 
exact  figures  in  the  matter  of  the  quantity  of  game  killed.  We  hope 
to  add  this  to  our  Report  by  way  of  an  addendum,  all  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 
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STATEMENT  COVERING  GAME  OF  VARIOUS  KINDS  PUR- 
CHASED AND  RELEASED,  GAME  SECURED  AND  HELD 
FOR  LIBERATION  SPRING  OF  1919,  AND  GAME  CON- 
TRACTED FOR,  BETWEEN  DECEMBER  1,  1917,  AND 
NOVEMBER  30,  1918. 

GAME  RELEASED : (In  addition  to  game  held  per  1917  Report) . 


Deer  (Virginia  White-tail)  13 

Wild  Turkeys,  101 

Turkeys  (Part  wild  blood),  171 

Ring-neck  Pleasants,  1,817 

Ring-neck  Pleasant  eggs  (See  detailed  report  below),  7,664 

Rabbits  (Cotton-tail) , 384 

Fox  Squirrels,  26 


GAME  PURCHASED  AND  DELIVERED:  (Held  for  liberation  this 


coming  Spring). 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  3,000 

GAME  PURCHASED  OR  CONTRACTED  FOR  TO  BE  DELIVERED : 

(Prior  to  July  1,  1919). 

Deer 300 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  4,450 

Rabbits , 2 , 000 

Quail,  Bob-white,  17,000 

Fox  Squirrels,  450 

GAME  ORDERED  FOR  RELEASING  SPRING  OF  1920. 

Ring-neck  Pheasants,  900 


In  connection  with  the  above  statement  we  would  say  the  securing 
of  game  contracted  for  last  year  was  seriously  interfered  with  by  war 
conditions,  especially  the  transportation  of  such  game.  ' In  order 
that  you  may  understand  fully  our  experiences  in  this  direction  we 
give  these  questions  separate  discussion  below,  as  follows: 

Deer:  The  shippers  advised  that  because  of  the  extremely  deep 

snows  they  were  unable  to  capture  the  deer  last  winter,  as  the  deer 
“yarded”  and  could  not  get  to  the  traps.  We  hope,  however,  to 
secure  three  or  more  hundred  deer  from  various  sources  this  winter 
if  shipping  conditions  will  permit. 

Turkeys  The  number  of  these  birds  of  desirable  quality  available 
is  at  all  times  limited,  and  the  persons  who  expected  to  ship  last 
winter  were  disappointed  in  securing  same  in  number  anticipated. 
No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  to  purchase  any  of  these  birds 
this  coming  winter,  but  reports  now  indicate  that  the  number  of  wild 
turkeys  now  in  the  state  far  exceeds  the  supply  for  many  years  past. 
This  increase  in  our  turkeys  is  directly*attributable  to  the  later  and 
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shorter  season  together  with  the  well  organized  campaign  for  the 
feeding  of  our  turkeys  during  the  winter  time.  The  young  turkeys 
were  more  mature  and  able  to  care  for  themselves  when  the  season 
opened  and  the  birds  secured  were  also  more  desirable  throughout. 
We  will  attempt  and  may  be  able  to  trap  and  transfer  some  of  our 
native  birds  to  sections  where  badly  needed.  In  our.  effort  to  increase 
turkeys  we  find  many  of  the  birds  purchased  were  either  domesticated 
blood  or  had  been  held  in  captivity  so  long  that  they  were  disposed  to 
remain  close  to  habitation  instead  of  remaining  in  the  woods  and 
were  not  desirable.  Under  these  conditions  we  hesitate  to  purchase 
turkeys  especially  when  our  native  birds  are  sufficiently  plentiful  to 
furnish  excellent  turkey  hunting. 

Ring-neck  Pheasants : Practically  all  the  Ring-neck  pheasants  con- 
tracted for  per  our  1917  Report  were  delivered,  and  although  while 
Ave  had  contracts  made  for  approximately  11,000  of  these  birds  for 
delivery  to  be  released  during  the  spring  of  1919,  as  has  been  our  past 
experience  a number  of  breeders  had  misfortunes  of  various  kinds 
overtake  them  and  present  indications  are  we  will  receive  only  about 

8.000  of  these  birds  for  releasing  during  the  spring  of  1919.  Breeders 
have  been  very  sIoav  to  make  contracts  for  delivery  during  the  fall  of 
1919  and  spring  of  1920  because  of  unsettled  conditions,  but  we  hope 
to  get  contracts  for  upAvards  of  10,000  to  12,000  birds  for  releasing 
spring  of  1920.  Experience  teaches  us  to  be  successful  in  securing 
these  birds  contracts  must  be  perfected  long  distances  ahead,  there- 
fore our  action  in  this  direction. 

Quail:  At  the  time  of  our  last  report  we  had  placed  an  order  for 

3.000  Bob-Avhite  quail.  Later  on  upon  receiving  advice  from  the 
shipper  Avitli  whom  we  had  contracted  that  a minimum  of  18,000  Bob- 
Avhite  quail  could  be  secured,  Ave  increased  the  order  to  a minimum  of 
10,000,  but  Avere  sadly  disappointed,  as  not  one  single  bird  was  de- 
livered. The  shipper  advised  that  in  the  first  place  the  Biological 
Survey,  avIio  have  charge  of  importation  permits,  would  not  give  the 
shippers  definite  advice  as  to  the  probable  date  on  which  importations 
Avould  be  permitted,  preventing  preliminary  arrangements  on  the  part 
of  the  shippers.  When  the  regulations  were  finally  issued  it  was 
found  importations  would  be  permitted  only  between  February  15th 
and  April  10th.  We  suggested  that  the  regulations  be  so  drawn  that 
the  shippers  could  bring  the  birds  over  the  border  any  time  after 
they  Avere  matured  in  the  fall,  and  then  held  on  the  border  under 
Government  supervision  until  the  weather  opened  up  in  the  spring, 
when  they  could  be  shipped  north.  The  importation  period  was  too 
short  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  second  place  the  section  from 
Avhich  the  shippers  expected  to  secure  the  quail  had  been  overtrapped 
the  season  of  1916.  When  this  was  discovered  an  effort  was  made  to 
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have  another  port  of  entry  opened,  namely,  Laredo,  which  was  done 
after  considerable  delaj’,  and  by  the  time  the  shippers  had  secured 
sucli  concessions  from  the  Washington  authorities  a recent  dry  spell 
in  that  part  of  Mexico  had  driven  the  birds  inland,  where  because  of 
internal  troubles  in  Mexico,  it  was  too  dangerous  to  attempt  opera- 
tions. 

Quail  purchased  last  spring  as  California  Valley  Quail  turned  out 
to  be  Gambel  Quail  instead,  and  although  apparently  as  good  birds  in 
every  way,  we  were  able  to  have  shipped  only  120.  -These  were  dis- 
tributed to  four  different  sections  and  just  what  the  result  of  the 
experiment  may  be  we  are  unable  to  state. 

For  this  coming  spring  we  believe  we  have  plans  laid  that  should 
secure  at  least  a goodly  portion  of  the  birds  contracted  for,  and 
probably  considerably  more  than  the  number  already  contracted  for. 
Very  much  depends  upon  the  ability  of  the  shippers  to  secure  the 
birds. 

Rabbits:  We  had  all  arrangements  made  to  secure  all  the  rabbits 
necessary,  but  the  very  deep  snows  prevented  the  trappers  from 
securing  same,  and  even  those  who  were  able  to  secure  a limited 
number  found  it  impossible  to  make  live  delivery  because  of  the 
very  severe  weather  and  extremely  congested  shipping  facilities.  A 
limited  number  shipped  reached  their  destinations  with  from  G0% 
to  100%  dead,  and  we  were  compelled  to  stop  shipments  for  the  time 
being,  hoping  weather  and  shipping  conditions  would  improve  and 
that  shipments  might  still  be  made  before  the  breeding  season  was 
on,  but  by  the  time  the  snow  settled  sufficiently  it  was  too  late  to 
do  so. 

From  data  already  in  hand  indications  are  that  because  of  the 
severe  weather  last  winter  rabbits  are  unusually  scarce  in  many  sec- 
tions, and  because  of  this  fact  we  will  be  seriously  handicapped  in 
securing  rabbits  for  many  sections  we  would  like  to  re-stock. 

Squirrels:  The  securing  of  these  animals  in  large  numbers  is  almost 
out  of  the  question  under  present  conditions,  although  our  shipper 
hopes  to  secure  several  hundred  of  these  animals  for  us  for  stocking 
in  places  where  they  will  be  protected  and  given  an  opportunity  to 
increase. 

Ring-neck  Pheasant  Eggs:  We  hope  to  secure  from  10,000  to  15,000 
of  these  eggs  for  hatching  purposes  during  the  spring  of  1919. 
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Data  Covering  the  Hatching  and  Rearing  of  Ring-Neck  Pheasants, 
Prom  Eggs  Secured  Spring  of  19 IS. 


Game  Protector. 


Thomas  Cluelow,  . 

Warren  Pretz,  

Jeremiah  S.  Reinert, 

Norman  M.  Wood, 

Samuel  A.  Keene,  , 

Chas.  F.  Penstermaker, 

James  D.  Geary,  

Warren  P.  Simrell,  

William  Armenian,  

H.  Bennett  Hale, 

James  L.  Boyle, 

Albert  P.  Hartwig,  

William  L.  Ibaeh,  

Peter  E.  Vale,  1— 

Jas.  B.  Eightner,  

Ohas.  D.  Madenfort,  ... 

Harry  W.  Miller,  

Pred  L.  Van  Orman, 

Joseph  Smith,  

Ohas.  L.  Braucher,  

Jno.  J.  Slautterback,  __ 

S.  Maurice  Shuler,  

W.  C.  Bowman,  

Guy  R.  Einn,  __ 

Harry  0.  McGaughey,  ~ 
John  W.  Bumgardner,  .. 

Charley  Batcheler,  

Henry  Hilton,  

A.  H.  Murray,  

Lem  O.  Ale,  

K.  B.  Rodgers, 

Eli  Ritchey 

Harvey  E.  Bittner, _ 

O.  R.  Williams, 

H.  R.  Armbrust,  Jr., 

Iddo  M.  Lewis, 

Daniel  M.  Slagle, 

H.  N.  Penstamaker, 

Elmer  L.  Pilling,  

Herbert  L.  Beatty,  

Joseph  M.  Curts,  

James  Sutton,  Jr.,  

Jos.  P.  Kennedy, 

R.  L.  Seager, 

Henry  J.  Sines,  

Crawford  County,  

Alex.  A.  McDonald, 

Totals,  


Address. 

No. 

Eggs. 

No. 

Hatched. 

No. 

Birds  Re- 
leased. 

Upland,  

200 

185 

60 

Doylestown, ... 

250 

198 

69 

Lansdale,  Box  191, . ._  

200 

164 

77 

Coatesville,  Box  553,  _ 

202 

138 

53 

Christiana,  ..  

200 

107 

72 

Reading,  239  N.  11th  St., 

200 

109 

61 

Slatington,  

200 

120 

45 

Hallstead,  

100 

65 

52 

Scranton,  1243  S.  Main  St., . 

100 

72 

67 

Alderson,  . ._  

150 

26 

12 

Mauch  Chunk,  _ _ 

100 

23 

18 

Tamaqua,  . 

100 

62 

17 

Newmanstown, ... , 

150 

56 

17 

York,  395  Duke  St.,  

200 

157 

148 

Harrisburg, 

200 

81 

67 

Shamokin,  _ 

100 

45 

3 

Bloomsburg,  __  _ 

100 

28 

14 

LeRaysville,  ...  

370 

62 

45 

Muncy, ...  

120 

00 

40 

Hartleton,  . ...  _ _ 

100 

56 

11 

Lewistown,  214  Logan,  

100 

50 

11 

Liverpool,  Box  7,  

100 

35 

35 

Lemoyne,  . 

250 

101 

70 

Orrtanna,  R.  P.  D.  No.  1,  ... 

150 

100 

50 

Lemasters,  _.  _.  __ 

150 

40 

20 

Trough  Creek,  _ . . . 

70 

34 

34 

Philipsburg,  _ 

150 

0 

0 

Punxsutawney, 

150 

75 

43 

Big  Run, _ ___  . 

44 

6 

0 

Bellwood,  

150 

0 

0 

Johnstown,  560  Vickroy  St.,  

100 

2 

2 

Everett,  . . 

100 

71 

0 

Meyersdale,  ._  . 

135 

45 

40 

Pairchanee,  ... 

247 

57 

45 

Greensburg,  R.  P.  D.  No.  6,  

250 

92 

66 

Marchand,  ...  ... 

126 

75 

29 

New  Bethlehem, 

150 

12 

1 

Clarion,  

196 

92 

43 

Pittsfield . _ . 

173 

117 

42 

Pranklin,  532  Elk  St.,  _ ... 

200 

118 

69 

Butler,  __  

100 

60 

15 

Pittsburgh,  3356  Fifth  Ave.,  . 

275 

97 

81 

Monongahela, 

164 

60 

18 

Ambridge — _ 

170 

57 

15 

New  Castle.  . . ._ 

100 

34 

6 

Crawford  County,  

250 

No  data 

No  data 

Erie,  324  E.  Sixth  St. , 

272 

192 

9 

7,664 

3,398 

1,048 

Cost  of  7,664  Ring-neck  pheasant  eggs, $1,668  20 

Cost  of  expressage  on  pheasant  eggs , 41  79 


$1,709  99 

Approximate  cost  of  each  bird,  $1  04 


Report  of  Quail  Fed  During  Winter  of  1917-1918. 


DIst. 

No. 

Territory. 

No.  of 
Quail, 
Spring  of 
1918. 

1 

14a 

2 

1,637 

1,000 

439 

3 

Montgomery  County,  

4 

Chester  County,  . 
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Report  of  Quail  Fed  During  Winter  of  1017-1918 — Continued. 


No.  of 

Dist. 

Quail, 

No. 

Territory. 

Spring  of 

1918. 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
1(1 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 


Lancaster  County,  - 1,554 

Berks  County , 495 

Lehigh  and  Northampton  Counties,  797 

Monroe  and  Pike  Counties,  , 390 

Wayne  County,  0 

Susquehanna  County,  15 

Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  Counties,  120 

Luzerne.  County,  - 198 

Carbon  County,  : ; 316 

Schuylkill  County,  236 

Lebanon  County,  636 

York  County,  : 188 

Dauphin  County,  763 

Montour  and  Northumberland  Counties,  246 

Columbia  and  Sullivan  Counties,  254 

Bradford  County,  150 

Tioga  County,  1 211 

Lycoming  County,  0 

Snyder  and  Union  Counties,  347 

Juniata  and  Mifflin  Counties,  129 

Perry  County,  1,350 

Cumberland  County,  177 

Adams  County,  59 

Pulton  and  Franklin  Counties,  ' 500 

Huntingdon  County,  • 213 

Centre  County,  , 150 

Clinton  and  Cameron  Counties,  1 0 

Potter  County,  i o 

McKean  County,- 0 

Elk  and  Jefferson  Counties,  165 

Clearfield  County,  50 

Blair  County,  109 

Cambria  County,  0 

Bedford  County,  200 

Somerset  County,  144 

Fayette  County,  244 

Westmoreland  County 1 250 

Indiana  County,  178 

Armstrong  County,  196 

Clarion  County,  160 

Forest  County,  0 

Warren  County,  0 

Venango  County,  14 

Butler  County,  323 

Allegheny  County,  810 

Washington  and  part  of  Greene  County,  157 

Beaver  County  (no  data). 

Lawrence  and  Mercer  Counties,  794 

Crawford  County,  0 

Erie  County,  54 


Total  quail  reported  fed  through  winter,  16,464 


In  explanation  of  the  above  data  would  say  that  this  is  the  first 
attempt  to  gather  information  of  this  sort  for  the  entire  State,  and 
it  is  therefore  not  so  complete  as  we  hope  to  have  it  for  the  winter  of 
1918-1919.  These  figures  were  compiled  from  the  detailed  reports  of 
our  officers,  and  wTe  are  satisfied  that  only  part  of  the  quail  actually 
alive  in  good  condition  were  reported  on  in  a number  of  districts. 
The  detail  data  indicates  that  from  10%  to  as  high  as  75%  of  the 
birds  left  over  after  the  1917  hunting  season  were  lost  during  the 
winter  through  vermin  or  deep  snows. 
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Bounty  Claims  Allowed  on  Noxious  Animals  from  December  1,  1911, 
to  November  30,  1918,  Inclusive. 


County. 

Wildcat. 

Fox. 

Mink. 

Weasels. 

Dollars. 

Gray. 

Red. 

Adams, 

0 

80 

5 

5 

432 

$607  00 

Allegheny,  

1 

a 

2 

6 

160 

188  OO 

Armstrong,  

1 

4 

17 

89 

738 

875  00 

Beaver,  . 

0 

0 

20 

34 

140 

214  00 

Bedford,  - - 

3 

213 

85 

146 

875 

1,035  00 

Berks, 

0 

35 

34 

16 

380 

£34  00 

Blair,  _ 

0 

70 

42 

17 

303 

544  00 

Bradford,  „ - — 

a 

SO 

155 

210 

1,143 

1 ,S59  00 

Bucks.  - 

0 

55 

17 

28 

465 

037  00 

Butler, _ 

0 

0 

8 

103 

913 

1,092  00 

Cambria,  _ ,. 

0 

25 

22 

79 

359 

532  00 

Cameron,  - . 

17 

13 

28 

22 

72 

278  00 

Carbon,  — _ 

a 

25 

7 

21 

74 

159  00 

Centre,  

11 

150 

100 

29 

491 

1,218  00 

Chester,  

0 

7 

42 

53 

398 

549  00 

Clarion,  

2 

2 

39 

102 

852 

1,048  00 

Clearfield,  

A 

40 

07 

87 

494 

849  00 

Clinton,  _ ___  

19 

82 

39 

23 

120 

505  00 

Columbia,  

2 

19 

8 

24 

534 

624  00 

Crawford,  

0 

0 

10 

280 

1,008 

1,920  00 

Cumberland,  - --  

0 

85 

14 

1 

332 

731  00 

Dauphin,  

1 

49 

5 

7 

245 

366  00 

Delaware,  

0 

0 

0 

1 

12 

13  00 

Elk,  

ib 

7 

49 

51 

191 

450  OO 

Erie,  

i 

0 

12 

151 

998 

1,179  00 

Payette,  — — _ 

3 

90 

50 

84 

196 

578  00 

Forest,  

3 

2 

59 

94 

174 

408  00 

Franklin,  

9 

145 

13 

14 

369 

753  00 

Fulton,  

2 

98 

8 

61 

255 

540  00 

Greene,  - 

0 

7 

13 

0 

101 

141  00 

Huntingdon,  

4 

210 

04 

27 

468 

1,079  00 

Indiana,  

9 

18 

11 

118 

791 

963  00 

Jefferson,  

8 

4 

71 

82 

615 

895  GO 

Juniata,  _ 

7 

110 

17 

13 

195 

504  OO 

Lackawanna,  — 

1 

51 

44 

89 

249 

534  00 

Lancaster,  

0 

4 

13 

6 

368 

408  00 

Lawrence,  — 

0 

0 

14 

15 

345 

388  00 

Lebanon,  _ 

0 

7 

11 

1 

160 

197  00 

Lehigh,  

1 

30 

7 

13 

212 

305  00 

Luzerne,  - - 

8 

71 

15 

60 

682 

948  00 

Lycoming,  

15 

101 

98 

74 

732 

1,294  00 

McKean,  - 

18 

3 

123 

C6 

716 

1,142  00 

Mercer,  

0 

0 

3 

110 

657 

773  00 

Mifflin,  — 

14 

138 

49 

25 

270 

753  OO 

Monroe,  

11 

54 

51 

94 

319 

689  00 

Montgomery,  

1 

17 

0 

10 

238 

300  00 

Montour,  _ 

0 

5 

1 

1 

127 

140  00 

Northampton,  _ 

0 

44 

4 

30 

142 

270  OO 

Northumberland 

1 

20 

3 

5 

231 

288  00 

Ferry , 

3 

138 

44 

6 

454 

842  OO 

Philadelphia,  

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 00 

Pike,  - 

32 

70 

39 

99 

130 

639  OO 

Potter,  

39 

11 

202 

127 

531 

1,323  00 

Schuylkill,  

0 

88 

18 

29 

342 

543  00 

Snyder,  

0 

38 

19 

7 

300 

421  00 

Somerset,  

5 

107 

71 

202 

822 

1,590  00 

Sullivan 

ia 

17 

01 

51 

250 

653  00 

Susquehanna,  

0 

104 

81 

159 

600 

1,249  00 

Tioga,  

12 

19 

195 

102 

680 

1,182  OO 

Union,  

2 

41 

16 

21 

96 

241  OO 

Venango,  . - 

0 

0 

37 

90 

633 

797  OO 

Warren, — 

5 

2 

99 

210 

539 

981  00 

Washington,  

0 

4 

28 

20 

205 

295  OO 

Wayne,  - __  

a 

84 

135 

192 

312 

1,028  00 

Westmoreland,  

0 

113 

32 

87 

695 

1,072  OO 

Wyoming,  

0 

07 

36 

98 

515 

819  OO 

York,  . 

0 

23 

57 

13 

641 

814  00 

Total,  

315 

3,310 

2,810 

4,328 

28,631 

$47,089  00 

33 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


COVERING  PERIOD  FROM  DECEMBER  1st  1917,  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1918, 

INCLUSIVE. 


GAME  PROTECTION  AND  PROPAGATING  FUND  : 

Balance  in  State  Treasury  Dec.  1st,  1917,  $314,115  47 

DEPOSITS : 

Onc-lialf  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunters'  Licenses 

placed  in  this  fund  during  above  fiscal  year,  $140,038  45 

Revenue  from  Non-Resident  Hunters’  Licenses  de- 
posited in  this  fund,  4,715  25 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this 

fund  as  provided  by  law 15,502  00 

100,915  70 


Total, 


$475,031 


o;> 


DISBURSEMENTS  : 


Salaries  of  Game  Protectors,  including  general  office 

force,  $72,297  03 

Expenses  of  Game  Protectors,  etc.,  50,120  99 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  Special  Deputy  Game  Protec- 
tors employed  during  the  Open  season 0,198  53 

Salaries  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers 10,134  35 

Expenses  of  Game  Preserve  Keepers,  purchase  and 
erection  of  telephones,  buildings,  supplies,  etc.,  for 

twenty-four  preserves 12,550  51 

Game  purchased  and  distributed,  . : 13,071  50 

Expenses  in  the  feeding  of  game  in  a wild  state,  3,885  25 

Expenses  in  caring  for  game  in  captivity 1,200  00 

Expressage  on  game,  etc. 2,091  05 

Advertising  the  closing  of  counties,  1,209  30 

Bounties  paid  on  dogs  killed  chasing  deer 345  00 

Attorney  fees,  392  00 

Postage,  " 1,410  80 


181,580  17 


Balance  in  this  fund  November  30th,  1918,  $293,451  00 


NOTE  : It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a difference  between  the  above  distribution 
and  the  amount  given  in  the  quarterly  statement  of  our  books  attached.  This  is 
because  a portion  of  our  funds  were  drawn  by  direct  requisition,  while  the  amounts 
appearing  in  the  quarterly  statement  cover  only  advancements  for  which  settlement 
is  later  made  with  the  Auditor  General. 


3 
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BOUNTY  FUND. 

Balance  in  State  Treasury  on  December  1st,  1917, $182,926  07 

DEPOSITS : 

One-half  net  revenue  from  Resident  Hunters’  Licenses 

placed  in  this  fund  during  the  fiscal  year,  $140,638  45 

Portion  of  penalties,  costs,  etc.,  deposited  with  this 

fund  as  provided  for  by  law,  5,884  04 

Re-deposits  of  checks  sent  out  by  State  Treasurer  and 

returned  undelivered,  147  00 

Refund  of  bounties  paid  and  later  proved  fraudulent,  44  00 

146,713  49 


Total,  $329,639  56 

DISBURSEMENTS : 

Bounties  from  December  1st,  1917,  to  November  30tli, 

1918,  inclusive,  per  detailed  list  attached  to  this 

report,  $47,089  00 

Additional  amount  paid  during  fiscal  year  in  reimburs- 
ing counties  for  bounties  paid  under  the  Act  of  July 
25th,  1913,  audited  and  paid  under  the  Act  of  June 
19,  1917,  (making  a grant  total  paid  for  bounties 
during  1913,  -1914  and  a part  of  1915  of  $285,- 


558.50) . 10,833  53 

Salaries,  employees  of  Bounty  Division,  4,680  12 

Postage,  1,257  07 

63,859  72 


Balance  in  this  fund  November  30th,  1918, $265,779  S4 


NOTE:  The  balances  as  of  November  30th,  1918,  given  in  the  Game  Protection 
and  Propagation  Fund  and  the  Bounty  Fund  may  differ  slightly  from  the  balances 
appearing  on  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer  on  the  same  date  because  of  vouchers 
in  course  of  settlement. 

For  information  relative  to  the  number  of  Resident  and  Non-resident  Hunters’ 
Licenses  issued,  game  killed,  hunting  accidents,  etc.,  see  addendum  at  end  of 
report. 
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QUARTERLY  STATEMENT. 


December  1st,  1917  to  February  28th,  1918. 
DR 

To  balance  from  last  quarter,  

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  

To  refund  from  officers,  

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

To  proceeds  of  taxidermists  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  license,  


CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury $8,530  40 

By  expenses  during  quarter 19,107  06 

27,637  46 


Balance,  March  1st,  1918,  $4,256  45 


$3,861 

51 

19,500 

00 

2 

00 

8,369 

40 

86 

00 

34 

00 

29 

00 

11 

00 

1 

00 

$31,893  91 


March  1st  to  May  31st,  1918. 


$4,256  45 
21,000  00 
9,521  50 
287  25 
40  00 
12  00 
6 00 
6 00 
1 00 
2 00 

— $35,132  20 

CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $9,723  25 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  16,229  83 

25,953  08 


Balance  June  1st,  1918 $9,179  12 


June  1st  to  August  31st,  1918. 
DR. 


DR. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter 

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  

To  penalties  and  costs  collected 

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

To  advanced  expenses  returned,  

To  proceeds  of  taxidermist  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses 

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  license 

To  proceeds  of  special  licenses,  


To  balance  from  last  quarter $9,179  12 

To  warrants  on  appropriation 12,000  00 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  18,181  97 


36 


To  proceeds  of  guns  sold 933  94 

To  proceeds  of  taxidermist  licenses,  7 00 

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners  licenses,  4 00 

To  proceeds  of  propagating  license,  1 00 

To  proceeds  of  special  licenses,  2 00 

To  refund  of  advanced  expenses 20  00 

$40,329  03 

CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury,  $19,004  91 

By  expenses  during  quarter,  17,395  25 

36,400  16 

Balance,  September  1st,  1918,  $3,928  87 


September  1st  to  November  30th,  1918. 


DR. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter,  

To  warrants  on  appropriation,  19 

To  penalties  and  costs  collected,  

To  proceeds  of  guns  sold,  

To  proceeds  of  non-resident  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  taxidermist  licenses,  . ._ 

To  proceeds  of  ferret  dealers  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ferret  owners  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  propagating  licenses,  

To  proceeds  of  ordinary  licenses,  

To  refund  of  advanced  expenses,  


CR. 

By  deposits  in  State  Treasury, $15,097  93 

By  penalties  returned,  25  00 

By  expenses  during  quarter 19,217  64 


CO 

cc 

10 

00 

87 

19,500 

00 

14,369 

18 

463 

75 

50 

00 

49 

00 

125 

00 

12 

00 

7 

00 

2 

00 

20 

00 

$38,526  80 


Balance,  December  1st,  1918, 


34,340  57 
$4,186  23 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 

Secretary,  Game  Commission. 


ADDENDUM. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  7,  1919. 

As  a matter  of  information  we  give  below  data  covering  game 
killed  and.  bunting  accidents  during  the  bunting  season  of  1918,  also 
data  available  to  date  covering  tbe  number  of  Resident  and  Non- 
Residents  Hunters’  Licenses  issued  for  1918,  all  of  this  data  having 
been  perfected  since  the  drawing  of  my  report  to  tbe  Game  Commis- 
sion. Attention  is  called  to  tbe  fact  that  tbe  final  returns  from 
County  Treasurers  covering  licenses  issued  in  1918  have  not  been  per- 
fected in  all  respects,  and  tbe  complete  final  returns  may  somewhat 
alter  tbe  figures  given,  but  it  is  believed  that  tbe  data  below  given  on 
game  killed  and  bunting  accidents  is  authentic  and  as  complete  as  it 
is  possible  to  secure  same. 


Game  Killed  Season  of  1918. 


Number. 

Kind. 

Estimated 
Weight 
of  Each. 

Total 

Weight. 

1,754 

387 

Deer,  __  __  

130  lbs. 

228,020  lbs. 
77,400  lbs. 

2,868,872  lbs. 
175,007  lbs. 
209,880  lbs. 

Bear,  . 

200  lbs. 

1,434,333 

175,007 

26,235 

2,751 

2,989 

11,745 

18,864 

12,289 

Rabbits,  __  . _ __  __  _ __  __  __  __ 

2 lbs. 

Squirrels,  _ _ 

1 lb. 

Raccoons,  __  _ __  _ 

8 lbs. 

12£  lbs. 
3 lbs. 

34,387  lbs. 
8,907  lbs. 
4,404  lbs. 
7,074  lbs. 

Ring-neck  pheasants, 
On  ail. 

Woodcock,  _ __  

6 oz. 

Wild  waterfowl. 

2 lbs. 

24,578  lbs. 

Total  weight. 

3,638,329  lbs. 
1,819  tons 

Reduced  to  tons. 

The  above  does  not  include  7,070  shore  birds  of  various  kinds  killed. 


Hunting  Accidents. 


1915. 

1913. 

1917. 

1918. 

Fatal  accidents,  . 

29 

30 

26 

19 

Non-fatal  accidents, 

119 

102  • 

75 

48 

Hunting  Licenses  Issued. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918,  as 
of  Jan.  7, 

1919. 

Resident,  . 

262,355 

290,422 

315,474 

588 

294,711 

386 

Non-Resident,  

532 

662 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 

Secretary,  Game  Commission. 


